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OR, AN APPENDIX 


To the worthy COMMUNICANT, 
UK: -: | 
A Treatiſe ſhewing the due order 
of Receiving the SACRAMBNT. | 
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ST Tn ne Dyk x, 
Late Miniſter of Epping in Eſſex. 


WW hich was intended by the ſaid Author 
in his lite time to be annexed to this Treatiſe of 5% 
the Sacrament; as appeares in the Epiſtle. 


Wherein a Chriſtian may know, 


whether he hath rightly received 
Chriſt in the Sacrament or no. 
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T © Rs READER, 
Chriſtian Reader 


 EN- D: F wee conſider the exceeding 


t:on,reſulting from the con- 
joyned and combined excel- 
lencies of the ſeverall and 

| variowſpecies of creatures, 
the leaſt we car doe 15 to admire; and who 


that admires the whole, can but obſerve this 
one particular as moſt remarkable 2 what 


creature it was which GO D the Creato? 
wound up the Worlds perfetion with ; aud. 


that was man: Man, who though 1 regard 
of time, he was made the laſt of all. yet for ſi- 
mil:itude, the beſt of all, he being made after 


the Image of God bimſelfe, for ſo was the 
Corſe] 


and Decree of Heaven concerning 
him before he was made, and ſo alſo was the 
execution of that Decree when he was made. 


I = 


- —_——_ — = leis. 
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eat 


excellexcy of the whole Crea- 


\ 


—_— _— 


The Epiſtle 
So God created man in his own Image, 
in the Image of God created he him. | 
The firſt gives him all the perfections of the 
reſt , the ſecond a perfeton far above them 
all : The firſt gives him the poſſeſſ10n and 
uſe of all this whole inferiour world, berng 
then as an houſe well furniſhed by God with 
all other ſublunary perfet1ons,for the enter-| 
tarnment of man, and to be tenanted by 
Geni.28. | 67m the ſecond, that gives him Dominion 
and Lordjk ip over all. eAnd both of them 
ſhew, that as ail things elſe were created for 
man, ſo man for Goa:then which, what 6 3 
_ | er perfe102 could there be £ and man thus 
| made, made up the complement and perfett- 
on of the whole. Then God looktng upon eve- 
| 7) thing that hehad made, ſaw it not barely 
Gen.r.3r, | bonum, 4s before, but bonum valde, z. e. 
| very goad indeed : then alſo was man, inre- 
ſpe of all the other ſublunaries,as the Dia- 
mond to the Ring ; not onely ſhining and 
glorzous with the beſt excellencres of the more 
enferiour natures, but alſo glittertng and 
ſparkling with the radiancte of his owne, 
«nd that as enriched with the divine, of | \ 
which tn a greater meaſure man at the firſt 
| was made partaker : Man thez was the choz- 


| eſt 


| : , 4 ws VY c—__— 


I | 


| [of God had planted 1n that Garden of God | 


lem 


| fir he ſhould have done ; ad bringing 


| Heavenly Paradiſe. 


EE RT oO en: 


to the Reader. 


M— 
——_— 


ceft plant of all that the Omnipotent hand 


where he was pat ; a right generous and No- 
ble Vine. eAndhad he then contented him- 
ſelfe with that perteftion and tranſcendent 
excellency of eftate, which the all-wiſe God 
had thought fit, for that preſent to conferre 


| 


upon him, paying duely his rent untohim, 
as he was made well able to doe; ad 
doing this homage tohim,tn acknowledging 
him to be chiefe Lord of all, as it was very 


forth that acceptable fruit unto him, which 
he might have done; for be had in him 


the ſeed thereof : then might be have ſo con- | 


tinued without any change or alteration 0 


eftate, till at the laſt behad gathered tohim- j 


ſelfe,and taſted the moſt delicious ſeetneſſe 
of the Frait, not exely of all the other Trees 
(which for the preſent was allowed him) but 
allo of that Tree growing 1n the midſt of the 
Garden by the Tree of knowledge of good 
and evill, even of the Tree of Life, and 
that not tn the Figure, but 13 the ſubſtance, 
which thing he was by hope to have expefted 
and waited for, till Gods time of his traz- 
/lation or removall from an earthly to an 


ER / 


Gen, 2. 9, 


| Rom.B. 22 


| Amo.2.12, 
| H2ed3- 24. 


Jer, 3. 2r; 


—_—  —— 


| Þ:gher excellency then he was any way wor- 
| thy of (71 regard of ſo 111 managing his af- | 
| fazres ) znto a condition far below himſelfe. 


_—_y 


The Epiſtle | 
But man, fooliſh man, aſpiring higher 
then was meet, and prepoſterouſly reaching 
after a condition above himſelje, ſo at once, 
both fell ſhort of what he aym'd at, and of 
himſelfe , precipitantly falliag from an 


eAnd ſo now againe you ſee him, who was 


| once the Leſt of all, become the yery worſt of 
| all; and him for whom once the whole Crea- 


tion groaned ( as labourtng of imperfef1on 
till be was made \) now by bus ſin become a 
burden which the whole (reation groaneth 
under : 1 may adae, and that no leſſe then 
| ſuch as preſſeth under it the Creator of the 
whole , yea, and by preſſing, wearzeth him , 
him, whom once you ſaw Gods tenant to all, 
n0w you ſee diſcharged and turn'd out of all: |. 


| he, who once, under God himſelfe (the chiefs 
| Lord) bad dominion over all,is now become 


the very drudge and ſlave of all,and not the 
ſlave of all the works of God alonebut whith 
\ tis worſt of all, the [lave of ſin to bis own de- 
praved and accurſed worke: htm,whom once 


you ſaw the choiſeſt plant of all Gods hand, 


planted by hima noble Vine, and w ws 


CEN. - 


{eAnd thus bis | greater happineſſe befor e us: 


———_— 


| £202 of the other : in as much as from the | 
- | higher pinacle that wee fall ( you know ) by | 

|/o much the greater the burt and danger 
]that doth enſue. 


| ſeth a rootof Jeſſe to put forth, and to 
| grow up before him as a tender plant, 


” ——__— 
—  — 
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to the Reader, a 
ly a right ſeed unto himſelfe, you now ſee 


ſpeaks of, fit for no uſe at all but for a fire. | 


now become bus greater miſery, the higher 
perfetton of that condition being but the 
lower defeftion of this , and the greater ex-: 
cellency of the one, but the greater aggrava-| 


turned into the degenerate plant of a | 
ſtrange Vine; 4 /ine like that the Prophet | 


But is the miſery then ſo great,as that zts 
paſt all cure and remedy? And is man, who 
thus bad loſt bimſelfe, quite loſt for ever £ 
Yes, loſt for ever, and utterly remedileſſe 13 


doe to helpe himſelfe: Yet God, not willin 
to loſe the Maſter-piece of all bis works, and 
that the choiſeſt plant which his band had 
planted, ſhould ſo miſcarry, then fixes out 
a way to ſave him, who had loſt himſelfe;and 
to replazt him who by Satan bad been ſoſup- 
planted: towhich purpoſe therefore , be cau- 


his miſery, for any thing at all that he cap |- 


| 
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AER ak re £7--I 
and as 4 root out ofa dry ground ;' 72to 
Ro.11.24. | which ftork or good Olive tree, man ſo de. 
| generated, might be tngraffed, and ſo reco- | 
ver bis former nebleneſſe and generojitie:| | 

| hs former nebleneſſe d:d I ſay # nay doutt- 
leſſe I may be bold 1o ſay, that as Got, to the 
| efeting of th for man,ſhemed greater wiſ- 
dome and mercy , then he before. had dawe 
| power and goodne(ſſe in making of him , [0 
that it being once effefied, he bath much bet- 
tered bis condition,and raiſed it to an bigh- 
er excellency then Lefore ; for though man 
inhbts fiſt eſtate had in himſelfe a principle 
of life, and by that a ſeed of fruit anſwera- 
ble te bes preſent conditioa then, yet ſo as 
| that it was wholly tu his own keeping ; like 
, { to a plant that gro.ys upon its own bottome : | 
]yet. now ts life ſo tn himſelfe, as that it is 
{ more 12 another, even t# Chriſt, from whom | 
(4y wertue of union with bim) as from aroot 
| &r fountarn be recerves Uivificallpower aud 
| Uigour continually toproduce all ſpiritaall 
| ad living aftions, axd to bring ferth the 
| fzurts of bol:neſſe untoeternall life : even as 
| the branch that lives pot of it ſelfe, but hath 
| all lively ſap and matfture;both unto life and | 
| frurtfulneſſe, from the yoot or ſtock on which 
| et grows: and ſo is our eſtate in Chriſt the ſe-] 


Lg 
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\ to the Reader. 


—_—_ 


— cc 


cond Adam, farre more ſecure, and glort- 
| 045 then ever it could have bean 1n the firſt : 

beſides herein is the excellency of man tn 
| chis condition,even above the Angels them- 
ſelves, 1 that Chrift by aſſuming our Na- 
ture, hath thereby advanced it above therrs, 


| ſpe, man 1s now higher then thoſe glorious 
and celeſtial Creatures, who at the firſt was 


lower then they. So that look what dif- 
ference there ſomes tmes was betwixt the firſt 
| Temple and the ſecond, the wery like may 
[you ſee bere betwixt theſe e two conditions, 
if you compare them of man tn Adam before 


man fince his fall, as he is now by Regenera- 
tr0n:Only there the former houſe did exceed 
in glory,ana that ſo far,gs the ancient men 
[ot the Prieſts and Levites, which had 
| feene the firſt, when they alſo ſaw the 
| laſt, could not but weepe with a lowd 
| vayce to behold the difference, but here how 


ſo much that they who ſkall once live toſee, 
and experimentally to know the excellency 
of this above that , cannot but yejoyce with 


| Heb.2.16. 
which he never took upon him , in whech re-. | 


| made 1ateriour to them, though bur a little | 


bis fall, as he was then by Creation, and of 


| the latter condition exceeds the former, in | 


Pſal. 8. 5. 


Hag. 3.3. 


Ezr.3.12. 


woatornce 7; Joy. - And 


1Eccleſ, 1, 
iCol.1, 19. 


| 


| The Epiſtle 


eAnd now (Chriſtian Reader) ſhould j 
here paſſe over tn ſilence the farre more ex- 
ceeding and tranſcendent excellency wbich 
i in Chrift,(the fount aine of all that in the 
Saznts excels in goodneſſe) I might ſeeme 
to obſcure what all this while I have endea- 


| voured to cleave © for if their excellency in' 


this renewed eftate be not from him, then is 
!t not ſo great an excellency as T have ſaid : 
But if it be derived all from ham (as 1ndeed 


| *t i) ther ſhall I neither grve bim that ho- 
1 #our, which is bis due,by being ſilent in ſuch 
a caſe , nor doe thee that right I ſhould, who | 


by beholding of hu beauty, mayſt perhaps be 


| enamoured with it, and ſo the rather be 
| brought to fall in love with him, 1n whom 

Ifa, $3.3 
| | comeljnefle, zor any thing elſe that thou 
| ſhouldſt defire him. Tell me therefore : 


otherwiſe thou mayſt ſee no forme nor 


Is there nothing that zhou canſt behold 
in (Chriſt more amiable and lovely, then 111 
the world ? Is it nothing that while the 
world is « lump of vanity and meere vacuti- 
tre, yet. that jn him all fulneſſe dwels ? 


| /ulneſſe ia other things bath an attraiiive 


andYnvitatory vertae : the full garners 


drew Jacobs ſonnes downe 1nto Ayypt 
04 es pletitude 


1 


7 


t 


to the Reader. | 
plentitude of wiſdome, the Dueene of 
Sheba to King Salomon : and why doeſt 
thou covet the world, but from a deleght de 
plenotollere acervoyto take of a full heap? 
But alas | all this is emptineſſe to the ful- 
neſſe of Chriſt, whohath tranſcendently tn 
him, all that this world affords, One little 
prece of gold ts fuller of worth then many of 
ſilver, and one little Diamond then an heaj 
| of gold, all the petty perfef1ons ſcattered a- 
broad in the creatures, are in him united: 
that great volume of excellencies ſpread up 
and downe through Heaven and Earth, 1s 
in him epitomiz'd : beſides that fulneſſe of | 
Grace, of which the world hath not a dram. 
The wosld, at the fulleſt, is but an Ocean 
which 1s leſſened by loſing the leaſt drop , 
Eut Chriſt bis fulneſſe, is the fulneſſe of fire, 
which is not one jot diminiſhed , though it | 
arves light to a thouſand Torches, The con- 
tinuall effluences of vertue out of him, and | 
influences of the ſap of his quickning grace, | 
into all thoſe fruit-bearing branches( oogh 
infinite in number ) that draw from bin, is | 
n08 the leaſt evacuation at all unto him. 
Is it nothing, that while the creatare 
doth allure us from God, our own guilty con- | 
| ſcrences, \ 


we I — 


_ _ 2 - 
TRIS 


” 


} Þ 
' 
" | * 
: 3 2K) 
| 
- 
4 
| : 


dd. 


The Epiſtle 


ſerences, and the dreadfulneſſe of bes glort- 
ous Majeſty deterre us ; Chriſt onely drawes 
us to him(who ts the chiefeſt and only good,) 
ſo that through him alone we have ac- 


ceſſe unto the Father ? God is a Sunxe, | 


the reſplendent beames of whoſe Majeſty, ſo 
glorious an objet, would overcharge , aud 
even quite put out thoſe preſumptuous eyes, 
that ſhould dare to looke up to him, unleſſe 
overcaſt with the Cloud of Chriſt a Media- 


| tour, God 15 a conſuming fire, and mortall 
| were 2t for &s mortalls,to come neere it with- 
| out the ;nterpoſed Skreene of Chriſt his Me- 
| dratiop. Firſt muſt wee come to the manger 


of Chriſts humanity, before we can have an 
acceſſe with boldneſſe to the Throne of di- 
vine Majeſty, 

Is it nothing,that while the world,in our 
greateſt extgents, ſues out a divorce, and 
thez deſerts us, yet that Chriſt 1s conſtant tn 
his love, baving once tyed himſelſe to us 
with the knot of conjugall affetion , which 
with him 1s 1ndiſſoluble ? Chriſt is our buſ- 
band : Andhence, how many prectoumprivi- 
ledges enſared to us? In lawuxorilis non 
intenditur ; what then bath the law, exad- 
ing obedience unto life, to doe with COregs- 

ans: 
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ro the Reader. 
_ | az5£ Agazze, Muller fulget radits mari- 
ti: The Husband communicates dll that he | 
| bath unto his Wife : and even ſuch a com- 
munity of grace ts there betwtxt Chriſt and 
| | true beleevers » Chriſt his graces and a be. 
leevers differing onely ſecundum gradum, 
4,0. tn reſpett of meaſure or degree , but not 
at ail ſecundum ſpeciem, 2. e. in kinde 
or quality, in which reſpe# they are the 

ſame.. | 
| Beſides all which, are all the benefits of 
| | our myſticall union with Chriſt, notheng ? 
| Hence ſpiretuall life : Hence conformitie | Cc1.3.3.4. 
| | with Chriſt our head, a triple conformity, in | Rom. 6. 5- 
| | zature, in minde, 1 converſation: Hence PR 
frufificat ion for the preſent : Hence perſe-| i Joh,a.6. 
wverance for the future, even to the end : | Job! SY. 
| | Henceglorefication alſo in the end, yea,and ca 
| | theretz admiſiton of our bodies as well as 
ſoules into eternall glory at the liſt. And ts 
all this to be accounted nothing * 
Many, and many are the excellencies to | 
| be found in (briſt, and to be recerved from | 
him, which ( beſides theſe that I bave men- | 
| |riongd) I might inſtance in, and ſo lead 
| thee [ti4l oz: forward in this way, even till I 
| ſhould, as in amaze or labyrinth, loſe bath 
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The Epiſtle 
my ſelfe and thee, in the coutemplation of 
them : Bat becauſe I bad much rather, that 


_—Jw_” 


\thou ſhouldſt be found i: Chriſt, ther loſt in 


the contemplation of Chriſt ; and becauſe my 
hearty deſire is for thee, that thou ſhouldſt 
be more a reall Chriſtzan, and eftated in 


in, and guide thee to the Right Receiving 
of, aud rooting 13 Chriſt, I cax now for- 
beareino longer, to commend unto thy per- 
#ſall thes followsng Treatiſe : Not apacke 
of Brachygraphicall fragments, and incohe- 
rent ſcraps, jumbled together by ſome prag- 
| mgticall pen-man ; but a worke ( apon 

certatne knowledge) perfetily finiſhed, and 
that purpoſely for the Preſſe, by the learned 


and late deceaſed Father, and then 1n- 


led, Aworthy Communicant,OraTrea- 
[tiſe ſhewing the due order of receivin 


, 
—_ cs. bas tt Mt. oth. IS. "ER 


|iexded Ly him to have been annexed, as an 
Appendix to that laſt worke of bis, which | 
himſelfe publiſhed before his death , entitu- | 


F) 
—..4 
. 

| . 


him, then contemplative, and alwayes oxely | 
meditating of him; as an excellent meants | 
therefare among i many others, to belp thee 


{and moſt judicious Pen of my Moſt deare | 


{the Sacrament, 8&c. and thrs a Treatiſe, | 
 |4ztituled, The Right Receiving of, and. 
cs Rooting | 


— 


k ”_ 


— ——— 


| to bem) made me thu farre to deny my ſelfe, 


| |#hus much onely andino more.; and if any 


\partialitysnthe work of bis Mijniſtery, who 


ro the Reader. | | 


Rooting in Chriſt ; the very Title whech 

he himſelfe did put upox it while be lived. 
which fore-named T reatiſe (Chriſtsan Rea- 
der ) with all bis Former Works by bem- 
ſelfe publiſhed ( that graczous acceptance | 


which they ever found from thee, andthe du- 
ty and honour I fill doe, and ſhall ever owe 


T 


as to adventure(though but a bungler at it) | 


to afford my obſtretricatory aſiiftance to this 
Poſthumus Infant, rather then it ſhould al-| 
wayes bye gaſping in the Preſſe, ready tope- 
riſh for want of belpe. Fs 

To ſpeak any thing in the commendations 
of this work, its own mouth denyes me ; and 
is the rather needleſſe, in that Thave now ſo 
farre aſſur d thee of its Author,whohemſelfe 


recerVt tt. | 
To ſpeak much of the Author, modeſtly and 
my-neere relation to him, will not admit of; 
and to ſay nothing of him, duty forbids mer 
with the leave of modeſty then will I ſpeake. 


Jhall thenke I ſay too much, I will leave it 10 
duty ts excuſe me. For bis Fedelity ana Im- 


had thus: finiſht it for thy uſe, as thou now ' 


knew 


SG. "OY —— — 
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ky knew bim, and knowes not, that the Sword 
of the Sparit was in his bands, a two-tdged 
Sword, which cut every way?not like Sauls, | E 
that cut off the leane and worſt of the rep Ft 
and cattell,and ſpared Agag and the fatteſt 
cattell.; but like the P ſalmijts Sword, which 
ſpared 3 none. Tet ſo, as that alwayes men's 
ſinnes, nat their perſons, were ihe objefls of | 
| bis hotteſt thunder-bolts, 
I will bere paſſe by his rave accompliſh - 
| ments with all Miniſteriall abilities,as bet- 
ter knowne , teri that T need to mention 
them, Ali pleni, & .von loquuntur, hi 
noh plenty, loquintur : : Alii multiſcii,& 
mutt ; hi ignari, 8& ſonori. How he was 
every way free from hoth theſe Miniſterial 
| defefts, thou who know'fbim' not in the Pul- 
pit, reade bim inthe Preſſe; and judge. 
For his indefatigabilitte in bis labours; 
and all for other mens eteruall prefit , more | 
ther his own private and morldly benefit,he 
w45 one of Saint Cliryſoſtoms Bees, Glo- 
riofiffimum animal,z08 becauſe it labours,| | 
but becauſe its labour 1s to others profi Fa- | 
ble. | 
eApd for his inoffenſ# 70e life, who knowes | 
ot that hewas none if thoſe ſlimy _ | 
who | 


a, A ; ; analy 
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tothe Reader. 


mho wipe out the wholeſome Print of their 
| DoFr:ne, with rhe filthy tayle of therr ſean-| | 
| | dalompraftiſes. 
But here naw , though Modeſty did not, | 
yet the Fatber would take me off,who tells me, | 
now God hath taken the Arke of hs vlefſi d| | 
ſoule out of the moveable earthly Tabernacle | 3 
 Yof bis body, andplaced it #n the fixed Tem-| 
| ple of celeftzall blif, e, Imitationem quze- Auguſt, , 
f rit, non laudes, that my beſt commendati- ; 
0n will be imitation. while be lived, God 2 
honoured him to be one of Gideons Souldj- ; 
lers, who carried both a Trumpet and a| 
Lampe , the Trumpet of his Miniſtery he | 
let fall, and the light of bis prafliſe wee all | 
loft when God cracked aſunder his earthen 
Pitcher, The greateſt honour I can now doe | 
him, ts not to Trumpet forth his praiſes, and | 
mats a blaze with his commenadgtions ; but | | 
|to take up beth the Trumpet and Lampe | | 
which he laid downe, in an holy imitation | 1 
of him, both in ſoundneſſe of Dofrine, and| | 
piety of prattiſe: and in this caſe I am ſure, | 
'what duty commands me, that Modeſty will 
| wot forbid, | 
eAnd thu, that God would not ach be: | | 
{tow the mantle, but double the ſpirit of this 
Eo B . deceaſed 
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The Epiſtle, ec. 


deceaſed Eliah, upon bus ſurutting poſte- 
rite, be it thy daily Petition at the Throne 
of Grace ;, and to requite thee, that God|- 


would redouble a bleſs ing of hs ſervants 
Labours upon thy piows endeavours, ſhall be 
the bumble Supp licateon of 


The Churches devoted 


Servant, 


JER-. DYKE. 


þ, 


T m_ 
RIGHT RECEIVING | 
AND ROOTING 


CHRIST 


; Cores, 2.6, 7. | 
1 eAs yee have therefore recerved the Lord | 


Jeſus Chriſt, ſo walke yee in him, Rooted | 
in him, 


F = N the former Chapter, | 
NS: = v.23. the Apoſileentred | f 
ET 22g upon an Exhortation to 
8 BaI2 perſeverance in the faith. 
In the firſt ſeven verſes of 
= " thischapter he continues 
| chat exhortition, laying down more | 
\ reaſons, and: removing 0bjetHons. | 
' | 1. He layes downe reafons to prefle | | 
«them; And "7 are ſpecially two. 
ak Y, The | 4. 


| 2 Atgbt Receiving 


{1. The firſt raken from his owne care | 
that he had for .thetr, and Others. 
£00, Vers I, 2. Sa 

P 2. The ſecond taken from the certain- 
BE 5 bticair and perfection of the 
i Goſpel, ver. 2 »3. | 
| | 2. He removes: Objeftions. What 
| | needs all this adoe with us ? might the 
| Colofirans fay. Anſw. I would have you | 
| conſtrue it to be done out of a loving 
| ' feare andjealouſie, leſt any ſhould ſe- 
duce and Wrong yOu, ver. 4. I, but is not 
| this an unchriltian ſuſpition in you, 
| thus-haſtily to ſurmziſe the worſt by us ? 
| might they reply. Anſw. No ſuch mat- 
| ter, for I doe with great joy behold and 
acknowledge that great ZO0G that is in, | 
| and among you, wer. 5, Well then, 
what is it that you would have us doe? | 
Anſw.Since may care is ſogreat for you, | 
| ſince the Goſpel is ſocertaine, ſublime | 
| | and perfe&,therefore I would have you, | 
| That as you have recerved Chriſt , fo yee | 
| would walke on in bim, &c. In which:| 
{ words, he exhorteth them unto two | 
| things, _ | 
t; 5 o watke 11 Chriſt, 
3, To be rooted in bim. Tot 
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D—— 


| cezved Chriſt Fefus the Lord, As if he had 
| ſaid, Yee have begun well, yee have re. | 


——_ 


tt... 


Chriſt. To this he urges them by that 


| ber. therefore bow thou haſt recetved, and 
heard, and hold faſt and repent. It is this 


£ 


Ch riſt, and to a ſtability, and ftedfaſt- | 
nefle there 1n. | 
Hee firſt exhorts to a walking in | 


To a going on in the profeſſion wt 


they had already done. As yee have xg. | 


ceived Chrift the Lord,and yee profe 

yee have received him, now then as ye 
have begun, {o gOC ON, and to your r ce | 
ceiving of Chriſt, adde your going © n" 
and walking 10 him, from which argu-? 
ment ofthe Apoſtle, we may take th is 
leſſon by the way : 

That good beginnings are an e124 e- 
ment to good proceedings. Recetving 
Chriſt is an eygagement and an obliga- 
tion towalking in him, Pſal. 4. 9. Thoſe 
things that yee Fea both learned, and ye. 
ceryed, and beard, and ſeene in me, doe_;, 
Thus you have learned, and received, 
therefore doe thus. Apor. 3. 3. Remem- 


fle 


ground that edges thoſe ſharp reproofs, | 


Gal. 3. 3. eAre yee ſofooliſh * Having be- | 
B 


| & B gun} 
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R iohe Receiving me | 


gun zn the Spirit, are yee now made perfett 
by thefleſh* and Gal.5.7. Yee did run well, 
who aid hinder you that you ſhould not obey 
the truth ? And this 1s the reaſon wh 
they that have begun well, and yet goe 
not on, ſhall receive a ſmarter puniſh- 
ment, then ſuch as never madeany ſuch | 


beginning at all, becauſe they had a grea- | 

rer Tye and engagement then others to 
be godly, and religious. They latter exd 
:s worſe thex their beginning,2 Pet.2.20, | 


| have givenup our names to Chriſt, to 


And why ſo? becauſe their beginnings 
were better then other mens. They be- 
ganto build, they began to look towards | 
Chriſt and Heaven, theſe beginnings 
engaged them ro a further progreſle, 
| and becauſe ſuch engagement, notwirh- 
ſtanding they brake off, perecars have 
they made their account the heavier. 


Let it teach us therefore 1f once wee 


__ —w_r 


Joe on, and hold on. A giving up the 
name to Chriſt, and a beginning topro- 
feſle religion, it 1s a ſubſcribing with rhe 
hand tothe Lord: 1ſa.'44. 5. It is a ſay- 
ing, / am the Lords, Now when wee have. 
once ſaid we are the Lords, and: have 
ſubſcribed, 


Lat... ks. Ml W_— 
£ 
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| ligation to God. An obligation fortei- 


IT" 4 


Lo — 


of Curi1sT. 


ſubſcribedto it, ſet us alſo have a care 


to ſay, wee will be the Lords, and to 
ſtand to, and make good our ſubſcrip- 


[tion. But if once wee have ſubſcribed | 
with our hand, and after our ſubſcripti- 


on be found Revolters, God will bring 
in our own hands againſt us. The en- | 


trance upon profeſſion of Chriſts name 


is ſubſcription ; Subſcription 1s an ob- 


ted makes a man liable to the penalty. 
This by the way. Before I come to the 
thing preſſed, I will take the words in 
order as they lye, and begin firſt with 
that ground ups which he preſfles them 


| to that duty. «A's yee have received Jeſus | 


Chriſt the Lord, In which words he im- 
plyes that they had received Chrift, 
they profeſſ&d that they had received 
him, and he takes it for granted, as a 
ground upon which he will work them | 


| on further ; from what theſe Coloſlars 


did ; learne what 1s every mans duty to 
doe, that, meanes to be a true Chriftian 1#- 
deed, 2 IF 


Ba Cuar.| 


| 
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| Gofpel, and as it is Gods mercy to offer \ 
| him), ſo it is our duty, and ſhould be! 
| our wiſdome to receive him; for th:t 


| bem #8 reputation. And as God offers | 
| Chriſt to be received,fo he himſelfalſo 


| a Chriſt, or what kinde of Chriſt he is, | 


| that hemight be received. And rhere- 
| fore when God ſends his Miniſters to 
| preach Chriſt, and to offer him. unto 
| people 18 their miniftery, hee ſpeaks of 
| Chriſtinthis caſe,as Paw!ſpeaks to the 
| Philippians of Epaphroditms, Phil. 2.29. 


Right Recerving ] 


| CH ATP. I. 


It. 1s the duty of every one that will be « | 
Chriſtian, to recerve Chriſk, 


A Man is never a Chriſtian indeed 

tillrhis be done. The Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt is to be received of us. God he 
offers Chriſt tous,he tenders him inthe. 


is the end of all Gods offers. He dorh | 
not offer him only to ſhew that there is 


heedoth not.offer him to be ſeen, and 
(hewed,but God offers himto this end, 


Recerve him. with all gladneſſe, and hold 


is wilmg to be received. Wee know | 


"T0 "IR 


"Þ7 


| ; "I CHARIRS TT | . | 


what the Phariſees quarrell was with | 
him, Luke15.2. This man recezUes [in- 
zers. And it was true hee did fo. But 
= why did he ſo ? Surely to let {1fners fee 
{bow willing hee is that they ſhould re- 
ccive him. His receiving of ſinners was 
[bur to invite them to the receiving of 
him. Yea,the errand he fends his Mini- 
ſters upon, 1s but to perſwade men to 
| receive him. Hee ſeeks to be received, 
|Cant. 5.2. Open unto mee my ſiſter, my 
|/ove,&c. As if he had ſaid, Loghere I am, | 
| 1 offer my ſelf unto thee, I ſue and ſeek 
unto thee 'to be received and enter- 
tained. Yea, hee complains of 1t, and 
rakes it 11], when men receive him nor, 
| Zobn 5.43. 1 came 172 my Fathers Name, | 
azd yee recetuved me aot. Now if Chriſt 
| were not willing, and defirous to be re- 
| ceived,he would not complain ofit,and | 
take It as an unkindneſs not to be re- [ 
| ceived. Vee oughtin their kind to re- } 
[ceive godly men, Johz3, 8. Fe therefore | 
| ozght torecerue ſuch, And ifwe ought to 
| receive ſuch, then much more ought | 
| weto receive Chriſt himſelf. iP. 
As thenwee would prove our ſelves | Uſe 1, 
 true| 


—— 
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* . Right Recerving 

true Chriſtians indeed, ſo be we tor- 
ward, and ready to receive Chriſt of- 
fered unto us. Vee ſhonld do in this 
caſe as Zachews did in that, Luke 19.5,6. 
Zachews, ſfayes Chriit, Make haſte, and 


| come down, for to day 1 muſt abide at thing 


bouſe. Here was an offer, a fair offer of 
Chrift, What doth Zachews do? does 
he demurre and deliberate upon it, and 
take time to think of 1t?no ſuch matter, 
And be madehaſt,ſayes the Text,and came 
down, and received bim joyfully, Zachens 


| preſently imbraces the offer,8 receives 


him haftily, and joytully. No ſooner 
ſhould Chriitoffer himfelfuntous,but 
with all readines & greedines ſhould he 
be received of us: There is a ſtrange per- 


| verſenefle of ſpirit .in us, a ſtrange na- 
| tural! untowardnefle in us to receive 


| Chriſt: Sce how Chriſt ſpeaks, oh.5. 


43-1 amcome unto you 11 my Fathers name, 
and yee receive me rot; if another come 
ix his own name, bim yee will recetye. So 


{ it is till with us: If Satan come with a 


tentation, ifa luſt come with a motion, 
if a falſe teacher come with anovelty,if 


| any thing come that ſhould not come, it | 


| IS 


_ 
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———— 


is ftrange to ſee with what readines and 
greedines we receive theſe:but 1f Chriſt 
come,with whom comes all good, how 
awke, and how backward are we to re- 
ceive him ? Men blefſe themſelves with: 
{ coming to Church,and receivng the Sa- 
crament, and think all is well ſo long as 
this is done : But how many cometo- 
Church that come not to Chriſt, and 
how many receive the Sacrament, that 
yet receive not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 


—_—_— Aww ll. 


conſequenceand neceſſity as none grea- 
[ter ; it will nor be amiſſe to help to ſink. 


may make way for it into our hearts. 
| Conſider therefore theſe three things. 


_ 


Cnap iT 


from recetving him. 


| BY rſt,conſider who it is that isto be re- 
ceived. It is Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, ſays 
the Text. He in whom is all our good, 


| of CHRIS T: i. 


it down with ſome conſiderations, as 


Ignorance of the worth of Chriſt, keeps men 


| This therefore being a point of ſo great |. 


and by whom we have all ſpirituall, and. | 


E> eternall 


_ 
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| Riebt | Receiving ” 


eternall good that is tobe had. How 
gladly do ſome receive Lords, great 
ones,how gladly do men receive Kings? 


| Now Chriſt,he is the Lord,the King of 


Glory. Upon this ground are we exci- 
ted to recelve him : Pſal.24. 7.9. Lift 


| 2p your heads, O yee gates, and be yee lift up 
| y2e everlaſting doors, that is, lift up your 
| hearts, and (et the doors of your hearts 
| wide open. But why, what ſhall weget 
| byit? The King of glory ſhall enter. So 


that when the King of Glory 1s to be 
received, how readily ſhould men ſet 
their hearts wide open to receive him ? 


| Receive Chriſt,and yce receivethe Kin 

| of Glory,and the King of Glory enters. 
{ The Apofile preſfling to hoſpitality, 
| uſes this argument, Hevr. 13. 2. that 
| ſome thereby received Angells. Oh, 


how glad would a man be, to have 
ſuch gueſts as eAbraham and Lot had ? 


| how 2 would a man be to receive 


Angels ? I, but here is a greater matter. 
In receiving-Chriſt,we receive not An- 


| pes, but wee receive the Son of God 


imſelf, not into our houſes, but into 


| our hearts, What be Angels to the 


King 


© a 
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{ 


| 
| 
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| Chriſt, know not his worth andexcel- 


| knowing Chriſt, were afraid of him, | 


| they would well have wiſht him further 
! off. Being afraid of him, they muſt 
| needs. be afraid to receive him. Burt; 


| a 5 


/ 


of CHRIST. | 


King of Glory, to che Son of God +11 


men did but conſider, who it is that 
ſhould. be received, and what a gueſt 
they ſhould reccive, when they receive 
Chriſt, how eaſily would they be per- 
ſvaded to receive him ? Men know not | 


leticie, and therefore receive him not, 
7oþ.1.10,1t.Thatwhich is inone verſe, } 
Knew him not, is in the other, Receive! 
him not : To ſkew rhat men therefore | 
receive not Chriſt, becauſe they know | 
him not, they know not how precious: 
a Chriſt he is; Oh, how gladly and rea- 
dily. would men: receive him, 'if once 
they knew who,and what hewere? Ve 
6nd, Fobz 6. 19. that the Diſciples not ! 


though he came towards them, yet they 
were fo farre:from receiving him, that 


when, verſe 20. Chriſt makes himſelf 
known unto them, 7t 15 1,;be-zot afraid ;; 
then. verſe 21.: ' They willzawgly receeved 
bim intothefbip, When oncertheyknew | 


if | , 


i 
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fir was Chriſt whom they ſhould re- | 


ceive, they then no longer feare, but 
willingly and gladly receive him. 50 
when Chriſt is offered unto men they 
receive him tot, becauſe they know him 
not,and therfote indeed are many times 
aftaid to receive him: They think if he 
be received; they may loſe their credit 
and friends in the world; that this | 


| Chriſt will mar all the joy and pleafure 


of their lives, and that they ſhould lead | 
bur melancholy mopiſh lives ; and fo 
not knowing Chriſt,are afraid of him.1, | 
but it ts the Lord Chriſt that is offered 

unto you, the Lord of life, and grace, 


[the Lord of all comfort and conſolati- 


on; it is a Savtour and Redeemer that 
is offered unto you ; Ir is that Chriſt 
that dyed for you, that ſhed his blood 
tor you, that did undergo the curſe of 
God, and bare the infinite weight of his 
| Fathers wrath to deliver you; It is a 
Jeſs Chriſt, a ſaving Chriſt who is of- 
feted unto: you. Since therefore it is 
 Chriſt,and he ſucha Chriſt, this ſhould 
make us receive him, and receive him 


— 


as willingly into our hearts, as they 
when 


-- 


—Y 


| who was but a Miniſter, andan Apoſtle 


hand by receiving Chriſt. It is a great 


| ceiving a Prophet , nay. in receiving 
X an | 


” of CHRIST. = 


when they knew him, received him into ["q_— 


the ſhip; It is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
that is offered us,be yee then lift up yee 
everlaſtingdoors, fly Rn yee gates of 
our hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt the Lord | 
may be received and entertained. How 
gladly did the Galatians receive Paul 


of Chriſt ? Gal.q4.14. Tee recerved me as 
an eAngel of God, even 4s Jeſus (brit. 
If they ſo received a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
how then ſhould Chriſt Jeſus himſelf 


be received? 


co 5} | 


Cuas 111. 


The great benefit that comes by receiving | 


S 


Chrift. 


Econdly, Confider the great benefit 
we ſhall receive by receiving Chriſt, 
we ſhall be ſure to be on the receiving 


advantage wee receive {to our ſelves by 
receiving Chriſt into our hearts. There 
is a great. reward tobe received 10 re- 
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|ſhal{receive a righteous mans reward. In 
the 4.0. Verſe, our Saviour ſpeaks of re- 
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an ordinary righteous man, atth. 10+ 
gt, He that receives a Prophet, in the 
zame of a Prophet,” ſhall receive a Pro- 
phbets reward ; hee that receives a r1igh- 
teous man tn the name of a right tou man, 


[ 


| 
| 


| [that receives Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, the 


| 


| ceiving himſelf, Hee that recezveth you 
 receiveth mee. Now if ſuch'a- reward to 
hint that receives a Propher, if fuch a 


| ſider the Reward of receiving .Chrift, | 


reward to himthat receives «righteous 
man, how much more (hall that man, 
that ſoul be richly bleſſed and rewarded 


Prophet of the Church, and thatFreat 
Righteous One?Let us a little then con- 


what it is, and what benefit will follow | 
thereupon. There 1s a three-fold Re-i 
wardor Benefit that followes upon þf. | 

- The- firſt Benefit is the Adoption of 


|ſons and daughters. They that receive 


| nour and 'happineſſe, to be made ſons 
| of-God. Seems 42 4 ſmall: thing unto you | 
| :obe the Kings ſor 4n Law? faith" David| | 


* 


Chriſt ſhall thereupon receive this ho- | 


[fothe ſervants of Saul.” And if it be fo | 


__... Hi PEAS Im" 


_fmall |. 


La! . * + 
a... CY 
- wp __——_—— TE: 


dl AE oC ae nd T=S0 


from th —w——CM_ jw 


of CHRIST: 


{mall rhing tobe the Kings ſon in Law, 
then it is no ſmall honour to be Gods 
ſonnes and daughters,1 Joh.3. 1. Behold, 


ſhew ns, the greateſt honour that God 
could doe us, to make us his ſonnes. 
| But now how come wee to receive this 
- great honour ? We receive this honour 
by receiving Chriſt. They that receive 
Chriſt; receive this honour to be the 
ſonnes of God, Fohz 1. 12. Toas many 


or free, high or low, old or young, if 


Gal. 4: 44:5. That wee might receive the 
Adoption of ſonnes, T,but how come wee 


| %> g7 . 
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God 


what love the Father baty ſhewed unto us, | 
that wee ſhould be called the ſonnes of God, | 
It was the greateſt love that God could 


45 received him be gave this priviledge to | 

become the ſonnes of God. As many as re- |. 
ceived him, What ever they were for |: 
outward:condition, rich or poore,bond | 


they received him, they loſt nothing by | 
it; Chriſt thereupon gave them this | 
honour, to be made the ſonnes of God. | 
The Apoftle twice ſpeakes of the great | 
priviledge'of Chriflians, Rom. S. 15. | 
Yee have recerved the Spirit of Adoption. 


to receive*the Adoption of ſonttes 2 | 
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God fent his Soung that, nee might recerve | 
the Adepticn of [apmes. Bur is that all 
that isto be done ther God thouid lend | 
his Sonne 2 No, forthopglt God hath | 
ſent his Son, yet allare not made ſons. | 
| Therefore as on Gogs part, ſo ſome- 
thing is to be dyne on our part alto, | 
God lent forth his Sonpe that we might | 
receive his Sonpe, and ſo.might recerve | 
the Adoption of lonnes : For ta as many | 
as received hum, re 2qve them this provi- | 
ledge.to be made the Sons of God, uk, 19.| 
9+ This day, is Zachews become u ſonne of | 

| Abrabam. it is all one to be aſpane of | 
eAbraham in our Saviours. (enſe, and a | 
 lonne. of God. Now when became Za- | 
| | cheusa ſpgne of Abrabam,ind lo'sfonne | 
| of God ? To%s dey, namely, in which he | 
| had received Chritt, not onely into his | 
houfe,but into bis heart. The very ſame | 
day, 3nd houre then that a man receives; | 
: Chriſt into his heart, that veryday and | 
| © | hourehereceives the honour ahd hap- | 
| _ | pineſſe of being a fanne of God, When | | 


| | we receive Chriſh.God receives ys,and | 
when he receives'us, wee receive the | | 
| | greatbenefit of Adoption. 2 Cer-6419, = 


me 3 
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{he 18. I will receive you. And what ſhall we | 
'recelve by that ? 4nd will be a Father un- | | 
| 20you,and yee ſhall be my ſores and daugh- | 
te#$; ſaith the Lord God Almighty, Now | 
whatamotiveis this,if well confi dered, | "» 
to make us receive Chriſt > It may be þ | 
for thine outward eſtate thou art but | 
rhe ſonne of meane parents; of poore | 
|obſcure parents, it may be in a fervile | l 
z#1d bond condition. Or what ever thou | 
[art for thine outward, yet for thy ſpirt- | 
tyall condition, thou art naturally no 
better then a childe of wrath , a childe þ 
of death, a curfed childe, a ſlave of the | 
devill, a baſe drudgeto thy luſts, And | | 
were it not now a faire advancement, a |. 
oodly and a glorious priviledge for ' | 
Fich'a an one to be made a fon of God 2 |. 
why then, doe but receive Chrift, and þ 
he ill \Pretoth honour thee with this | 
privitedge, oth made 4 ſonne of God, | 
| 'Gal., Zo 7. "Know yeo yeo therefore that rbey | : 
which, are of «ith; and fo by faith doe re- | 
'ceive Chri "thee ſame art 1he Children of \. 
Eoxtooptd 25 2/know yee,tha tthey which | 
wp) bers ft;the ime ve the childreh | 
od. Gay *; 27, Yer are the thil- 
of _ Ws © dren 
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dren of God by faith. Why ſo ? Becauſe 
yee have put on Chrit, He that puts on 
Chriſt receives him, as he that puts on 
a garment receives it. So that by fazth 
| {} putting on,and receiving Chriſt, we are 
made the ſonnes of God, Had wee but 
hearts to conſ1der,and in ſome ſort but 
ro conceive, what it is to be a damned 
dog, a ſon of wrath, and what it is to be | 
| a ſonne of God, how would our ſoules 
not almoſt but altogether be perſwaded | 
fo receive Chriſt ? If the receiving of 
the Kings ſonnge would make us but the 
| Kings favourites, howambirious would 
webe, and-at what coſt to. receive him, 
if but an opportunity offered? Bur here 
now doe but reccive Chriſt, and thou 
| ſhalt be not onely one of Gods favou- 
rites, but one of Gods ſonnes. .... 
| The ſecond benefit, js the Spirit of 
! God. There is a promifſe,, «13. 2.38. 
Yee ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
; | It, is a bleſſed thing to receive the Holy 
| Ghoſt. He is the Spirie of life,, and 
light, the ſpirit of conſolation, power, 
| and prayer. So that the receiving of the 
| Spirit of God is the Fonining of, all 
. = 
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ſpirituall good, Iſs. 32.15. where the 
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Spirit of God is powred forth, the wil- | 
dernefle becomes a fruitfull field. And | 
there is thriving;and growing in Grace, | 
Iſa. 44. 3. It were needlefle toinfift in | 


all the benefits we have by receiving the | 
| Holy Ghoſt. Conſider that 1 Cor. 2. 


10. 12. But now how come wee to re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt ? By Receiving | 
Chriſt; The Receiving of Chriſt is the 
way to receive the Holy Ghoſt. Gal. 3. 
14. That wee might receive the promiſe of | 
the Spirit through faith. Through faith 
wee receive Chriſt, Fob. 1. 12. and 
through that receiving of Chriſt by 
faith, we alſo receive the Spirit. Joh, 7, 
39. Thi be ſpake of the Spirit which they 
that beleeve in him ſhould receive. When 
Chriſt once is in us, and dwells in us, 


we have received him, as he thag dwells | 
| in an houſe is received thereinto. And 


Rom. 8.9, 10, 11. The Apoſtle ſhewes 
that by Chriſts being in us, we have the 
Spirit in us. As we know, when Chriſt 
gives us bis Sperit ,, that he dwells 1n us, 
I Job. 4. 13. {owe knowalſo that when 
he dwells in us, he gives us his Spirit. | 
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{ firſt received, before his Ford can be 
{ received, for the 5pirit is C 
{ rit, and therefore muſt he be received | 


{that ſoule that receives him, 2nd ſayes 


" Right Recerving | 


Itis not every. mans caſe to have Gods 
Spirit. As all men have not faith,ſo alt. 


one recetves him not, every one cannat 
receive him, Joh. 14. 17. The Spirit of : 
Truth, whom the world caangt receive ; 


And what is the reaſon why worldly | 


| men cannot receive him ? Becauſe they 


will not receive Chriſt, Chriſt wuſt be 


brifts Spl- 


| before his Spirit can. No ſooner is- 
Chriſt received, but he breaths upon | 


unto it, as hedid inthat caſe to his Diſ- 
| ciples,.Recezve zbe Holy Ghoſt. W hen S7- 
1 m0 Magus (ye, that by laying on of the 
| Apoſtles hands, men received the: Ho- 
| ly Gboſt, he would preſently have bee; 
| drawing his purſe , and would, have gi- 
| ven money to have had rhax gift, 42. $. 
| 19,18, 19. Now if wee would have the 
| blefing our ſelves to. receive the Holy 
{ Ghoſt, wee ſhall not negd to ſeek it by 
| money, thar will.not doe.it.. It muſtbe 
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men have nor the Spirit of God. Every | 
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and receiving of him, is.the puttins on, 


tw 


| God, and towalk inthe wayes of God. 


| we prize the receiving of the Spirit of 
ty toyeeld God obedience. In recei- 
 ving Chriſt wedo withall recetve power | 


| ties of worſhip,as hearing, prayer, &c. 


| do nothing:tillwe have received Chriſt | 


f CHRIST. 


Receive Chriſt, and his Spirit 1s ours. 
Marke how the Apofltle carries thoſe | 
words, Rom, 13.13, th. Let us walk ho- | 
neſily, ak tn the day, 6t in rioting, drun- 
kenneſſe, (fc. But put yee oa the Lord Fe- | 
ſus Chriſt. One would have thought he |} 
ſhould have ſaid, But put on the Graces 

of ſobricty, chaſtity, love, &c. and all 

the graces of the Spirit, but in ſtead of | 
that he ſayes, put yee on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, becaute the putting on of Chriſt, 


—— 


and the receiving of the Spirit, and all 
the ſanEtifying graces thereof. It then 


grace into our hearts,then with all for- 
wardneſle receive we Chriſt. | 
The third benefit is Power and Abili- 


and ability to give God obedience. He 
requires of us duties of obedience, du- 


He requires of us to work the works of 


Now take us in our ſelves, and wee can 
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we can do no duty of obedience, of ſer- 
vice,we can neither walk,nor work. But 
.\ when Chriſt is once recejvedinto the | 
ſoul, then there is withall a power re- 
ceived j into the ſoul, by which it is ena- 
Kor to do the duties God requires of 
: Sec hoiv theſe are joyned together | 
in inthis Text, eAsyee bave received Chriſt | 
Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk in him, Weeare 
commanded to walk in him, but yet we 
muſt receive him. A man that will | 
| walk, muſt firſt receive a principle of | 
life and motion. A dead man can nei- ' 
ther walke nor worke; wee are made 
alive before wee do walk, and wee are | 
madealive by receiving Chriſt, 1 Joh.5. 
{12. Hee that hath the Son bath lite. Hee 
] that hath received Chriſt hath received 
life, by which he js enabled toactions of 
{ life, Gal. 2. 20. The life which I now live 
inthe fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, as it hee had Taid ; I have received 
Chriſt,and ſo having received him, have 
alſo received ſpiricuall life by which 1 
am quickened and enabled to all duties 
of obedience, Gal. 5.25. 1f wee live in 
the Spirit, let us alſa walk in the Spirit : 


And} 
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| ceived Chriſt, who is our liſkc. The 


| 724, I will dwell inthem, and walk 77 
walk in wu, before wee can walk 7nbim. 
| ceive him: Job.15. Without me, or ſepa- 


| rated from me, yee can do nothing. Now 
| till wee receive him wee are ſeparated 


| from him. But now let us once receive 
| him, and wee receive power to do what 


| of clay on the carth, though his body 


| walk,ſpeak, diſcourſe, do any thing that 
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Andif we would walk in the Spirit, we | 


muſt live 1n the Spirit: and fo, it wee 


would walk in Chrift, we muſt firſt live | 
| in Chriſt, and live by Chriſt. It is im- 


poſſible for us to live, till wee have re- 


Apoſtle here ſpeaks of walking 1# Chriſt, 
2 (0r,6. 16. he ſpears of (briſts walking 


them, Ir is a ſure thing, that heemuſt 


And hee cannot walk in us, till wee re- 


he requires. VWhen eAdam lay a lump 


had the ſhape, parts, and proportion of 
a man, yet could hee do no ation be- 
longing to a man till he received life. 
But ſo foon as he received life, he could 


belongedtoa man. So thougha man in 
his naturall condition may do morall 
duties of obedience, and perform out- 


ward | 
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_ Right RecerPing | 
ward ſervices, yet all this while this is 
but the liveleſſe ſhape of a Chriſtian. 
| Butwhenonce he receives Chriſt, who 
is our life, {o/. 3. then Chriſtian life is 
infuſed, and received, and then liee can 
do ſuch things as a Chriſtian doth 
them, with that power and ſpirit that is 
] required ina Chriſtian. It is little com- 
fort we can have in any thihg we do, or 
have, till wee have received Chriſt, and 
] do what wee do by his power. Then a. 
man hath comfort in the fruits of his 
obedience, when it is fruit unto God. 
Thenour frvit is brought forth to God 
when we bring it forth by vertue of our 
| marriageto Chriſt. Rom. 7. 4. That yee 
1 ſhould be married to Chriſt, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God, A woman 
1 may have children that is not married, 
1 but ſhee can have little credit and com- 
| fort in ſuch fruit of her wombe It is 
| bur. baſtardly fruit , upon which ſhee 
| cannot look without bluſhing cheekes : 
but then hath ſhee comfort in her chil- 
| dren, when they afe legitimate,and ſhee 
hath them by her husband in marriage. 
'Turkes and Heathens may doe ſome 
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| morall duties of Juſtice, mercy , &c. 
| bur it is all but ſpurious fruit,bate-born 
| iſſue, in which they can, have no.com- 
fort, becauſe all theſe are children out 
of lawfull wedlock, they are not mar- 
{ried in Chrift, and bring not forth 
by a principle of life from him; What 


q 


|ceive Chrift 2 Wee are in a miſerable 
| condition, till we do receive him. God 
|commands to repent, and we know that 


| damnation; Except jeevepent,yee ſtall all 
lperzſb, God commands to mortifie the 
{deeds of the fleſh, and wee kyow' that 
without mortification there is no way 
| but death, Rom. 8, 13. Now nntill wee 


| mortifie one luſt, But when Chriſt is 
QACC recerved, then 5 power received 
[to mortifie luſts,, then there is power 


God exaltedto'be a Prince; aud a Saviour, 
| for to-grue repentance to Tſnaeh, As there. 
| fore we defire to recenwe power and a- 
| bility to give God obedtenee, 2nd to 


| 


2 motive ſhould this be to make us re-. 


{without repentance there is no-way but | 


| receive Chriſt, wee canas well remove | 
| mountaines, as repent for one fintie, as | 


received.to:repent, 48.g.:13. Him bath | 
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Right Recerving | 
performe the duties of his ſervice he 


| requires, ſo be ready-and forward to. 
receive Chriſt. 
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Cui THE 
| The great danger of ot Recerving Chriſt, 


J#7c Conſider the great Danger 
of not Receiving Chriſt. Ir 1s a 
wonderfull dangerous thing not to re- 
ceive Chriſt when God offers him, and 
when he ſeekes to us, and invites us to 
receive him, It js a great finne not to 
| receive Chriſt, Job. 5. 4.3. Tee receive 


ON "WF YAY 


| me zot, John complaines, 3 Jobz 9. 10. 
| that D7zotrephes receruved bim not,and that 
| be recerved not the brethren. This is com- 


plained of as a great fin, And ifa great 
ſinne in Dzotrephes not to receive John, 
| and not to receive the brethren, how 
much more is it a great ſinne not to re- 
ceiveChriſt 2 ſpecially when he offers 
himſelf to be received of us ? It is com- 
plained of as the hainous and horrible 
finne of the Jewes, Job. 1. 11. That he 
came to hi owe, and bis own recerved him 
a0t, 
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zot. It was the foule fin of the world, | 
that when Chriſt as God was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, 
that the world knew him not, Fob. 1.10. | 
but it- is made the greater ſinne of the | 
Temes, that when he was manifeſted in 
the fleſh,and he came rothem in per- 
ſon, and offered himſelfe to them, yet | 
they received him not. And our ſinne| 
now under the more cleere light of the 
Goſpelwillbe greater then theirs ifwe 
receive him not.. And as the fitne 1s | 
great, ſ0;muſt rhe danger and puniſh- 
ment of it needs be-great, if we receive 
bim not. 'They to whom Chriſt is of- 
fered, if they receive him not, it may be 
ſaid of them in this cafe, as our Saviour 
ſpeaks of rhe.Phariſees in that, Zat.20, 
47. They ſhall recezve the greater Damna- 
tzon. There.ts a greater Damnation for 
ſome men then for orher ſome. There 
is Damnation: for; ſuch as know .not 
God, and never heard; off Chriſt;|but 

for thqſe that have heard of Chrift;and 
| have had.bim offered unto. them , and 
| have refuſed, and not. received that: ofs | 
fered Chriſt, there is a greater Damna- 
[ i Eg: tion. | 
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Right Recerving | 
tion. If men receive not ſo great ſalua- | 
tion, Heb. 2.3.25 is offered by receiving | | 
Chriſt, how ſhall they but receive the | |. 
greater Dampation? Confider that, Mat. | * | 
10.14,?5. Whoſoever ſkall not Fecerve you, | 
and beare your words , ſhake off the duſt of | 
your feete., It ſhall be eaſier for Sodom and | 
Gomorrah in the day of Judgement then for 
that Citze. Why'ſo ? See the reaſon, 
Ver. $0. He that receives you, receives me, 
and fo alſo, he that refuſes you reftiſes 
; me. So then, he that refuſed:to receive 
|\rhe Apoſtles, their ſinne was*thart they | } 
|refufed to receive Chriſt, And what 

ſhould become of thoſe thar refuſed ro 
receive him ? Gods vengeance hall lie 
heavier upon fitch/ mens heads at the 
day of fudgement, then vpoithe head | 
of 2ctrſed? damned Sodomite.” That 
fin ſhall preffe and- ſinke a mans ſoule 
| deeper into hell then Sodems firg. How 
| heavieand dreadfull wilt Sexo Hell be | 
| in Hel whoſe ſinnemade'a viſible Helf | 
| onearth > and ſach an Hell qt carth, | 
|the monuments whereof; remtine ex- | 
| tant; and exemplary to this day; tobea | 

terrour to all ungodly ones And yet | 
on a ; Sl EDT Ce Betas as q 
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as heavy as Sedoms puniſhment ſhall be, 
it ſhall be eaſier then thine, that recei- 
velt not Chriit when offered unto thee. 
Indeed when Chritlt would have come 
into a village of Samaria, Luk.9.53. 
they would not receive him, and they 
did aot recerue bim, ſayes the Text. The 
Diſciples would have had fire from 


from heaven, that would not receive 
him but to lodge in their Towne, and 
in fome of their houſes ; How much 
more ſhall they be judged worthy of 
firein hell, that doe nor, and will not 
receive him tnto their hearts, when his 
Minifters offer him to men, and labour 
to make ready for him ? And though 


bring fiery vengeance upon all thaſe 
that have not. received: him. into their 


: Lord 


heaven to have conſumed them. And if 
they thought they were worthy of fire 


hearts, 2 Thef. 1 7, 8. #ben the Lord Fe-| 
ſes ſhall be revealed frombequenis fuming | 
fire, taking Vengeance un them that know| 
| 10t God, and that obey n0t be Goſpel of our 


a — 
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rhen Chriſt wonld not have. fire come | 
downe upon thoſe Samarttans,yet when | 
the: time of judgement comes, he will | 


, 
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Lord Feſus (hrift, Not to obey the Go- 
ſpel,is not to obey the commandements 
of the Goſpel, as not to obey the Law, 
:1s not to obey the commandements of 
'the Law. Now the maine commande- 
' ment of rhe Goſpel ts, Recerve the Lord 
Feſus Chriſk, This commandement not 
obeyed, will bring fiery vengeance on 


' his head that obeyes it not. Oh that 


men would but thinke ſeriouſly of this 
danger. :The ſtoureſt, ſturdieſt, and 
moſt rebellious ſpirit that ever was, 
when he ſhall ſee Chriſt come in Glo- 
ry, ſhall then with hoiwling'and' wring- 


| {ing of hands cry out upon himſelf, Ah 


curſed wretch that I amr, 'oh that I had 
had the graceto have received this Lord 
Chriſt, when he was offered to'me !' At 
beaſt and foole, that I received him nor |. 
when I was-ſo often preſſed toir, how | 
(hall I receive vengeance,and wrath for 
ever, becauſe I received not'the Lotd 


| Chriſt ! Nay thinke'upon'one thing al- 


ſobeforethatday come: There will be | 
aday of Death before the day of Judge- 
.ment : Thou muſt dye; atid thou know- 
| eſt not how ſoone,andwhetrt thou com- 

melt | 
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meſt to dye, like enough thou wilt take 
| up Stephens prayer, As 7. 59. Lord Fe- 


| 


thou be to have Chriſt Jeſus receive thy 
ſoule. Now wouldeft thou in goodear- 
neſt have Chriſt Jeſus receive thy foule 


laſt gaſpe;zLord Jeſus receive my foule, 
|if thy ſoule have not before received 


comfortlefle anſwer, Oh now yee can 


| Iwill now be quit with you, I called 
upon you-to'receive me, and yee would 


your calles;as you regarded mine: your 
| owne meaſure be mete unto you. Let 


tt. it. ad th. at _ OO OOTY WI Mit. Ah. OY 


"_ de 
de... an 


| [+15 receive my ſpirit. Then full faine wilt | 


when thou-dyeſt ? why then, be as wil- | 
ling to receive Chriſt Jeſus into thy. 
ſoule whileſt thou liveſt. He will re-! 
ceive no ſ{oule that hath not firſt recei- 
| ved him. Invaine ſhalt thou ery ot thy | 


him. He will returne thee a cold and a | 


call to mee to recetve your ſoule, I cal- 

led all the dayes of your life to receive'} 
me, for theſe thirty, forty, fifty yeares | 
rogether, and you would never bee | 
'brought to receive me. As you have 
dealt by me, fo will I now deale by you. 


-not, now cry you on, and howle on to 
+ me,to receive you, Lwill as little regard | 
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this meditation finke deeply downe in- 
to our hearts, and as willingly as wee | 
| would have Chriſt receive our ſoules at 
death, and as willingly as wee would be 
received into everlaſting habitations at 
the laſt day, fo willingly, ſo gladly re- | 
ceive the Lord Jefus Chriſt now he is| | 
offered to you in the Goſpel. | 
reſt, It being a matter of ſo great conſe-| | 
quence and neceffitie to receive Chritt, | | 
| how may wee come, and what muſt be 
done to receive him ? 
| Aoſw, | They that will receive Chriſt, there 
mult be two things done by theme 
t.eAll hindrances muſt be removed. 
3; .Some poſitve duties muſt be done. 


—— 
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h Hindrances to be removed by ſuch as will 
receive (briſt. 


Þ--, All ſuch things muſt be remo- 
ved that hinder the ſoule from Re- | * 

{ ceiving Chriſt. There is no man that| | 
! receives not Chriſt, but there is ſome- 
; thing that holds him off. We reade of | 
| ol 
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a man in the Goſpel that had a withered 
4rme; Now if 2 man would have offered 
him money upon conditton that hee 
| would have received it with his hand, 
he could not have received it, becauſe 
| his arme was withered. So God offers 


| Now there 1s one thing or other rhat 


cannot ſtretch our it ſelfe ro receive 


moved, before they can receive Chriſt. 
When Antichriſt was to come into 


untill that which hindred were taken out 
| of the way, 2 Theſ. 24; 7. when Chrift 
would and ſhould be received, there 1s 
- þftill ſome one thing or orher, that lets 
and hinders it. And he cannot be recei- 
{ved,till that which hinders be taken out 
'}of the way. Let us {ce what thoſe hin- 
drances are, that muſt be firſt taken out 


—_— 


Chriſt tobe received, and men receive | 
him not, becauſe their armes are withe- | 
red. A Palſey ſhaking hand may receive | 
analmes, but a withered hand cannot. 


withers the hand of the ſoule, that it | 
| Chriſt, Men muſt therefore firſt con- | 


| ſider, what that is which withers their | 
| hand 8& arme, and muſt get that firſt re- | 


the world , he could not be re-cived | 
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24 | Right Receiving | 
of the way. They are theſe. | | 
Firſt, An over-good 'conceit of a| 
mans own condition atid eftare, where- 
in he is for the preſent. Such'a conce1r 
diſconceits a man of the neceſſitie of | | 
| Chriſt, and makes him regardlefſe of 
| . {him when offered. Offer to a man a 
| thing that he nceds not, and he will not 
| be ar the paines to reach forth his hand | | 
| to receive it. Vhat cares he to receive 
athing he needs not ? Offer an almes'to 
a rich man, and he ſcornes'it,, what he j 
| 
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take an almes, that hath money of Hs 
|  owne in his purſe? he thinkes it an a- 
| bufe, a difgrace, anda diſpatagement to 
| | him for one of his ranke and repute, to 
| | have an almes offered him. But offer it 

to a poore man, to a needy perſon, his 
heart is gladded at the offer, and hee 
| thankfully receives ir. A man that | | 
| thinkes highly well of his eſtate alrea- | | 

dy, he thinkes tmeanly of Chriſt. The| | 
| whole need not the Phyſitian, need no\| | 
|-Phyſicke, and therefore care neither 
| for Phyficke, nor Phyſitian. Men that 
are ſtrongly poſſeſt with the conceit of 
| | the preſent goodnefle of their eſtates, 
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[and conditions, Chriſt is vile in their | 
eyes. A man therefore that would ever | 
receive Chriſt, muſt firſt emptie his 
heart of all ſuch conceits, and be un- 
der the ſence and under the pinch too 
of ſelfe-emptineſſe. A man that would 
receive Chriſ{t,muſt come with anemp- 
ry hand. The full tomack deſpiſes the 
honey-combs of the Goſpel, and the | 
full hand will never receive Chriſt offe- 
red, Stout-hearted perſons are farre | 
from righteouſneſle, 7ſa. 46. 12. Hear- | 
| bez unto mee yee ſtout-hearted, that are far | 
from righteou{neſſe, I bring neere my righ- 
teoyſneſſe. God brings Chriſt, and his 
righteouſheſſe neere to men, he offers 
it them.in the miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
and yet though it be brought neere, 
they are farre from it, becauſe they doe 
not receive it. And why doe they not 
receive it, when it 1s brought ſo neere 
unto them ? Becauſe they are out-hear= 
ted, They have a concelt, that their e- 
ſtate is good already,and they build and | 
reſt upon a righteouſneſle of their own 
in their bas Os and performances; | 


| 2nd this conceit makes them ſo ſtout. 
D 3 hearted, 
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hearted, that they will not ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the righteouſneſſe of God, Rom. 
tO. 3. Wee are Lords, wee will not come 
unto thee, Jer.2. 31. Beggers will come 
| and receive Gods offers, and his almes, 
but whileſt men conceit themſelves to 
be Lords, to have Lords eſtates, they | 
| will neither come, nor receive Gods 
offers. If therefore wee would receive 
Chriſt, wee muſt away with all theſe 
| ſwelling conceits, wee muſt away with 
our Lordinips, with our foutaeſſe, and 
fulrefſe, aid labour to ſce our curſed 
and damnabie condition by nature, the 
| emptinefle and vanitie of all wee have, | 
| and doe, we muſt be in a persſh1zg con- 
dition, Lek. 15. 17. ina loft condition, 
Luf. 19.10. He that will be Chriſts 
diſciple, and rec#ive him for his Lord, 
muſt deny himſelfe. The Apoſtle,Phz1, 
| 3. counts all things dung, that he may 

| winne and receive Chriſt. And Chriſt 
| before he offers Laodzcea Gold, Ray- 
meat, and eye-ſalve , he firſt convinces 

| ber of her poverry,beggery,nakednefſe, 
and labours , to empty her of her ſelfe- 
| love, and ſelfe-conceitednefle ghat ſhee 
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| dangerous hindrance that keepes men , 
| from receiving Chriſt,to have an over- | 


| eſtate, of what he hath, and doth.- As e- 


way but death, they they are, that will 


[atall, our profits and ple2iures over- 
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was rich, and needed nothing. There- 
by giving to underfFahid,that it 1s a moſt 


ood conceit of a mans owne naturall 


ver therefore thou wilt receive Chriſt, 
away with it. Sach as goe downe to the 


4u/t, and in the ſence of their wretched- 
neſſe are laid in the duſt ; That cannot 
keepe alive therr owne ſoules, and ſee no 


bow to Chriſt, and receive him with all 
their ſoules, Pſal, 22.29. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The love of our luſts , 4 hindrance from 
receiving Chriſt, 


Nother maine hindrznce tothe re- 
ceiving of Chr:ft, is a love of our 
Tufts, an inordinate love of our profits, 
pleaſures, credits, &c. Our luſts loved 


loved, doe wg pe hinder a man | 


from receiving of (brit. A mans Ju'ts 
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muſt be caſt out, if Chriſt be received ign."] | 
Now mens luſts are deare to them,men | | 
are ſtrongly bewitcht with them, and 
they will never endure to receive Chr:ſt 
upon ſuch termes, as to turne their luſts 
going. When C( briſt 1s once received | 
for the husband, there muſt be a bill of | 
| | Divorce given to all theſe, and the 

| muſt be packt out. That's death to a 
carnall heart to doe ſo, he can as eaſil 

| die as doe it, and therefore will rather | 
refuſe to receive (brit, then be will 
receive. him upon ſuch harſh termes. 
When it was propounded to the Ro- 
man Emperour to receive (br for a 
God, the Senate refuſed to doe it, be- 
cauſe they underſtood if he were recei- 
ved as a God, he onely muſt be recei- 
| ved, and no other with him, all other 
{ cods muſt downe,it they received him : 
| upon the very ſame ground 1t is that 
| men doe not receive Chri/t into their 
| hearts ;. becauſe they ſee that, if Chr 
| be received, their luſts muſt out of 
doores,and Chriſt alone muſt have their | 
hearts. Chriſt will not be received by us. 
whileft the roomes of our hearts are 
BW taken} | 
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taken up by bafo and finfull;lufts:i- As. 


| will have our hearts common Innes, | 


| thoughts lodge within thee £ Jer. 4s If. 
Chriſt cannot, will not be received, | 


of CHmRIKST: 
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when he was borne , he was fave to; be | 
in the ſtable, becauſe no reome for hem. in ; 
the Inne, Luk. 2.7. So ifwe make, and; 


and: receptacles for. luſts'to harbour 
and lodge them, Hoy long ſhall thy vaine 


becauſe there is no Rvome for him. | 
W hat was the reaſon Dia rephes would 
not. receive Johz, but 4ecauſe he lowed to | 
have the prebemtnence * 3 Fohn g. Lults 
love to have the preheminence in the, 
heart, and therefore keepe out Chriſt 
from being received, becauſe if he be 
received, they muſt Iofe their prehe- 
minence, and they had as lieve loſe 
their lives as that. So it 1s alſo in the 
inordinate love of the world, and our 
profits. It was a fatre offer which-was : 


made to them ; Luk. 14..Come z for all; 


things are ready: Receive Chriſt tepdred 


to.you in the Goſpel, and yee ſhall re-, 
cetve with: himi all things your foules | | 
can defire, And:yet they Teceived:not 
Chriſt in that-offer, and-alt _—_ | | 
q their || l 
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their. oxen, 'and their farmes inordi- 
{ nately loved;,-drew their hearts ano- 
| ther way. It is1o 1n the cafe ot credit 
and reſpet in the world, inordinately 
reſpeted. Chriſt is offered to many a | 
man in theworld, but he ſtickes at re- 
1 ceiving him, Vhat is the matter ? Oh, 

1 ſayes he, If I receive him,I ſhall receive 
' | but little credit by it in the world, nay, 
I ſhall loſe credit and reſpet among : 
| my friends. If I might receive Chriſt, 
| and credit both, I could then receive 
1-him ; but becauſe if Chriſt be received 
| my credit will be gone,therefore I will 
| none, I will not meddle. Our Saviour |. 
| charging thoſe with this ſinne of not. 
| receiving him, Joh. 5. 43. 7 am come :n | 
my Fathers xame, and yee recerue mee not, 
doth there ſhew this very thing to be 
the reaſon of their not receiving him, 
Vere 4.4, How can yee beleeve which receive 
1 honour one of another 2 As if he had ſaid, I 
complaine that yee receive mee not ; 
| and indeed it is no wonder yee receive 
me not, when; yee receive honour one 
| of another, that is, you defire to have 
credit, reſpe&, eſtceme, and good opi- 
E10s. - nion 
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nion one of another. You ſee if any | 
one receive me, all his fellows will hate 
him, ſcorne, fleight, and diſ-eſteeme | 
him, and you rand ſo much upon your 
honour and credit, one amongft ano- 
ther, that it is impoſſible for you thus 
inordinately affeted to your credit, 
ever tO receive me. So thar if ever wee 
| would receive Chriſt, we muſt caſheire 
| all our luſts, ſend them packing. Wee | 
muſt renounce all our carnall luſts, 
| worldly Iuſts, and ſee more gaine to be 
received in receiving Chriſt, then in 
all the Oxen and Farmes in the world. 
- | Bewllling to ſacrifice thy credit and e- 
fteeme in the world, andbe content to 
| be the reproach of the world, ſo thou | 
mayeſt but receive, and enjoy him. 


————_— 
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Falſe and groundleſſe feaves, a hindrance 
to the receiving of Chriſt, 


T- ere be many that goe further then | 
| in the former caſes, that doe haply 
ſeriouſly defire to receive Chriſt, and 


yet | 
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yet dare not, but are afraid to doe it. 


their lufts, with their profits, credit, 
eaſe, &c. but afraid in regard of their 
owne unworthineſſe. They feare thar 
| it wilLbe over-boldly, and faucily done, 
for ſuch as they are to offer to receive 
Chriſtin that guilty and unworthy con- 
dition in which they ſtand. They have 
been foule and filthy finners ; what have 
they to doe to receive Chriſt, or to 


never be received by, ſuch hainous fin- 
'ners as they are. Theſe falſe feares 
| keepe many a ſoule from that forward- 
nefſe in receiving Chriſt that ſhould be. 
But theſe be feares for which noground 
| at all; for firf ; God offers him ro ſuch 
| ſinners, and calls upon ſuch ſinners to 
receive him, He was offered to, and re- 
| ceived by thoſe very men that crucified 
| him, A. 2. It is not humilitie to ſtand 
| training courteſie , when God offers 
Chriſt. Nay, God offering Chrift to 
{ych ſinners, it is diſobedience, and not 
humjlitie, nos tp receive him, It is no 
preſumption, no boldnefle, no ſquci- 


meddle with him ? Surcly Chriſt will | 


| 


Not afraid, becauſe of parting with | 
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| | preſſe to do that which God commands 
us to doe. It is a faithleſſe feare, anda | | 
falſe humilityto hang backe when God 
| wills us to feceive him. Secondly, Chriſt 
| | received ſitihers, Lut.15.2. And there- 
fore haitious ſinners may receive Chriſt. 
Zachews a Publican, and fuch a ſinner, 
as the people murmure at Chriſt for 
his ſake, Luk, 19. 7. and yet Chriſt of- 
fered himfelfe'to be received, and was 
| received by him. Th:rdly, If thou be ſo 
unworthy, and'fo great a finner', the 
- | more tieed thou haſt to'receive. him. 
| The greater thine unworthinefle , the | 
gteater need of Chriſt totake off thine { 
unworthinefſe. Fourrhbly, If none ſhould FE 
[receive Cherift till they were wotthy, + 
who ſhould ever have him ? F:ftly, who | 
ever was refuſed for his unworthineſſe + 
that had a defire to receive him?There- | | 
| | fore what ever thy ſinnes, arid unwyor- |} 
| [thinefſe be, I ſay unto thee as the'An- 
gel ſaid to Foſeph whileft he was imthat 
[dar what to doe, ar. $26. Peare 
#02, ſayes he, totake Mary thy wife s;tode- 
 cefue ber for thy wife. So Tay, whatever 
thy ſinnes have been, what eves thine 
——_—_ 
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| confeſſes her ſelfe not worthy of ſuch 
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owne unworthineſle be, feare not to re- 
ceive Chriſt Jes thine husband. It 1s 
an undervaluing of Chriſt; when wee 
feare in this cafe to receive him; as if 
his worthinefle were not ſuch as could 
frallow up all our unworthineſſe, Ir 1s 
ſtrange to ſee Satans fetches. It is his 
plot with moſt men to keepthem from 
receiving Chriſt by. a conceit of their 
worthineſſe, and when he ſees that men 
once come to ſee their unworthineſle, 
and their need of Chrik, anda deſire to 
receive him,then he ſtaves them of with 
their unworthineſſe, and would have 
them ſo over-mannerly, as not to re- 
ceive him, becauſe of their unworthi- 


ned woman refuſe the offer of a rich 
husband, becauſe ſhee is poore and beg- 
gerly,or hath ſhee not the more reaſon 
to accept it for her poverty? In ſuch a 
caſe. it were a; fond thing to be over- 


_ | humble, as to ſtand in her owne light, 


and binder her ſelfe for ever. VWhen 
David made the tender of marriage. to 
eAbagatl, ſhee in her humility of ſpirit 
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nefle. Shall a poore, meane conditio- | 


a | 
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a match, Let. thene\havdmatd be a ſeryant 
to waſh the feet of the ſervants of my Lord, 
x Sam, 25. 41+ But yet for all that, ſhee | 
refuſes not the offer, but ſhee aroſe, and 
made haſt, and followed after the meſſengers 
of David, and tecame his wife, verſe 42. 
So when Chriſt offers himſelfe to be 
received as our Husband', let us: not 
ſtzod ſo much in our owne light,-as to 
refuſe to, receive him, becauſe of our 


feſſe wee our unworthineſle of it, but 
yet riſe «p, and:wake haſt, and follow af- 
ter the meſſengers of Chriſt, and be-: 
come his wife. V hy ſhould wee ſtum- 
ble at that, at which Chriſt ſtumbled | 
not ? If any ſhould ſtumble at unwor- 
thineſle, it ſhould be Chriſt himſelfe. 

And when he notwithſtanding our un- | 
worthineſſe offers himfſelfe;why ſhould 
not wee. receive his offer ? If, our,un- 
| worthineſſe be no barre to his offer, 
why ſhouldit be'to' our: receiving ? If | 
David thinke.not unworthily of ::444-| 
gatl,but is coptent and defirous totnake 
her bis wife, why then; ſhould 44-gas/ 
under a pretence of upworthineſſe, re-} 


unworthineſſe. of ſuch a favour, Cons | 


fuſe] 
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oe: PORE Duty which muſt be perfor- 


|For'the 'berter* aiderfinging of this | 
| virgof Chrittbypfaith, Raniliin: ſerting | 


| 
faſero receives David forher husband? | 
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x 5 ner all that m_ receive C Ws 


"He ſetond. 1556 ts ; the Poſitive Du- 

y tobe done for 'the receiving of 
hr t. Andthe dary tobedonets, To 
beftee. To beleeve;is to receive Chrift, 
and when wee doc belceve;'wee doe 're- 
ceivehitn,' Job: '1. 12. T0 nipny as re- 
ceived him, that 15,0 a8 '###)-ar beleeved 
in his name, SO 'Foh, 5. 4:8) Ne Tee ve- 
cerve me not, how 'chnyee beleeze 2 There- 
fore they received hint not ,becauſe:they 
beleeved not; Then Chriſt is received 
wheh he dwells: in-our hearts-; and he 
divells it ouyheatts by falth;;Epb.3.'17. 


pdt ; wee infiiftiknow, thatithe recei- 


| faith 6h work tithe ſeveralla&s there-) 
lof. Now; alt is'to be:confidered-as 
{the the of 'thi6 ſtile, and as he bhundof 
| thofoluls, and in OY &f:Chriſt, | 


it | 
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it muſt be {-t on worke as both. There 


is all eye, arid #0 hard, it ſees and knowes 
not,it applyes,and apprehends nothing. 
Some faith is 411 hazd, will be catching, 
and ſnatching at Chriſt, it is 70 eye. The | 
firſt is a /ame faith, the ſecond 1s a bind i 
faith, 2 Sam. 5.8. Theblind, and the lame 
were bated of Davids ſonte, ſo is the Idoll 
faith, th= lame and blinde faith of the 
world hated of Gods ſoule ; and as it is | 
there ſaid; The blizde, and the lame ſhall | 
ot come into the bouſe, ſo neither ſhall | 
they come into heaven, becauſe neither | 


Chriſt. 

_ Firſt, then the faith that will receive 
Chriſt, muſt be ſet on worke as the ee 
of the ſoule. A man thar will receive 
Chriſt, muſt firſt ſee Chriſt, ſee his 


ciency. He muſt fo ſee him,that he may 
fee him worth the receiving, worth the | 
having. A' man will never care to re- 
 [|ceivethat, or once put out his hand to | 

\rakerhat, in which he ſees no worth. 


ed 


"be falſe faiths in the world. Some faith | 


2 lame nor a blinde fairh doe receive | 


worth, excellency, beauty, and all-ſuffi- | 


[But when a man ſees a thing offered | 
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wherein he ſees worth, the worth of ir 


\ will make him reach out to receive 1t. 
| Zacheus d14 receive Chri% into his 
' bouſe, and into his heart, but the firſt 

| ſtep tO it was a deſire to ſee him, and he 
firlt gat up into the Sycamore tree to 
' ſee hi. The word, and the miniſtry of 
' the Gofpel is the Sycamore tree, by 
| ſtudious readingzand hcaring the word, | 
| muſt ren get up into the Sycamore, 
| from whence they may ſee Chriſt. Ir 
' 15 in this caſe as in Eves tentation. The | 
Divell offers her the forbidden fruit, | 
and ſhee receives it ; ſhee ſhould nor | 
| have reccived it, but fee what moved 

| her to receive it. Gen, 3. 6. eArd when | 
| thee ſav that the tree was good for foode, | 
that it was a defire to the eyes, and a tree | 
' t6 be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhee tooke of 
| the frait, (hee received it : ſhee Ilooke | 
through falſe glaſſes, and was gulled 
with falſe apprehenſions, but yet thus 
much wee may ſee by it ; that when wee' 
ſee, and judge a thing offered to be of 
worth, precious, and deſireable, thar | 


 thit is the next way to make it receive- 
able. And thus is it in receiving Chriſt. 
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i bour by-rhe eye of faith to ſee: the ex- | 


-cellency of this tree, and the fruitof it. 


tree doth excel! all che ordinary and 


of God is:made unto us wiſdome. And 


would holily tempt us to receive the 


offered fruits thereof., We ſee Job. 1. 
:32,12,thatthe Diſciples,and the faith- 
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Wee mult firſt ſee that Chriſt as farre 
+excellsaltorher things, as the Apple-| 


common trees of the wood, that there | 
is delight under his ſhadow, that there | 
'1s ſ{weetneflle 1n bis fruit; that it is 2 tree |. 
-g004 for foode; that it 1s adeſiretothe 
eyes, that it 1s a tree to be defired to | 
make one. wiſe indeed, 1 Cor. 1. 30. He | 


the excellencies ofthis tree once ſeenc, | 


full received-Chrit ;:when others re- | 
ceived him-not , His awne receryed bim | 
aot,yet wee his Diſciples received him. | 
But hoiy: came they to receive him? | 
- {They diait by faith, verſ. 12.But marke 
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! ving.him; Thatwee ſee verſe 14. eAnd 
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| them to:have him in Reputation. Hee 
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what was the firſt a& of faith in recei. 


we beheld his-glory, the glory as of the 
onely begotten of the Father. + Our faith 
pierced throughthe vale, and covert of 
the fleſh. we ſaw him, and prized him as 
the anely begotten Sonne of God, and/| 
ſoby the eye of faith ſeeing the glory 
and:excellency of Chrift, wee received 
him. Looke, how Pa#l ſpeakes in the 
| caſe of Receiving Epaphrodets, Phil. 2. 
29. Recetuvebimtherefore t# the Lordywith 
( all gladneſſe, and bold ſuch in reputation, | | 
| Par would have him be received, and | | 
received ghadly,and therefore that they | 
might the readilier doe that, wities 
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knew well enough, that if they did not | 
' prize him, if they had efteemed him a 
fellow of little worth, that had nothing 
in him, that they would never receive. 
him, at leaſt with nogladnefſe. But if 
they did but conſider that hewasa man | 
of worth, that he was a precious man, || | 
| and ſo had him in reputationaccording || 
to his deſert, that they would receive 
him with all gladnefſe.. So is 1t in the: 
© receiving. 
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| derſtanding upon which, the affe&ions 
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| of areat price, be went and ſold all that he 


| to receive that pearle, what moves him 


| Chriſt, it repreſents him exceeding 


price, Here is then the firſt thing thar | 


— 
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of Canter, 


reputation,-and wee, ſhall receive him | 
with all gladneſfe. Labour by the eye of 
faith.to ſee his precious excellencies, 
and wee cannot but hotd him in Repu. 
Cation ey ns hoes REY 
Faith firſt ſhewes to the ſoule the 
precious. excellencies,, and glories of 


precious tothe ſoule, as:the eye.ic lets 
in the excelency of Chriſt into the,un- 


are raiſed, and ſtirred up to the recei- 
ving of him. Wee: ſhall ſee it made 
good in two Texts. One 1s thar, at, 
13. 45, 46. The Kingdome of beaver is 
like unto a Merchant man; ſeeking gaodly 
pearles, who when he hath-found one pearle 


bad, and bought it. He ſells all you ſer. 
toit? Hee found one. pearle of great ; 
ſets all the reſt on worke, he ſaw it was | 


a pearle of price, of great price, of great | 
worth, he ſaw it was worth the recei- 


ving, worth the having. He that ever | 


receiving of Chriſt. : Hold him once. in | 
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| and'ſoto the erid:'The Church had ſpo-+ 
| ken of her beloved, of her Chriſt, ve-.8. 


|] beloved 1s, and this Chriſt is, with 
{whom ſhee makes ſo much adoe. Shee | 


| altopether lovely, " altogether Aeſires, or 
| wholly deſcrable things. Now when vpon 


 cellency of Chtrit ; when they ſee him 
| ro'be wholly defires, then are their de-|] 
{fires wholly to receive him; Then'they 


' * Rig i” Receiving ; 
will receive this bleſſed peafle'that is 
offered in the 'GSIPHT; miſt Frit Have: 
the eye of faith to/ſee the price, value; | 
andworth of it Another place is that, 
Cant!'6.1. whithe) is thy beloved gone ?1 
whither is thy beloved turned aſide,that wee' 
may'ſeeke bim with thee 2 a5 if they had | 
ſ1d; wee have a great defir&to'” receive: | 
Chriſt: Buthow was this defſite raiſed+” 
That wee may'{ee; Chap. 5.'terſ. 9,10.) 


Thereupon' others aske her what this | 


therefore deſcribes and ſets'him forth | 
in all his excellencies,beaurties, and glo- | 
ries; and tells then, ver. 16.” That he 7s 


& 


this deſcription'and relation of hers,| 
they ſee the invaluable worth, and ex-' 


cry otir, Whither is thy beloved gone, that: 


wee may feekehimwith th ee2 $6 that the} 


—_— 
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| It 7s worthy to be recetved of all. Thereby 
ſhewing that before men will receive. 
|the Goſpel, and receive Chriſt, they 


———_. 


| which ought to bee received of all. 


| trine concerning him, is to be recei- 
| ved : But he addes withall, a ſecret ar- | 


Chriſt, an high prizing of him, and his 


of CHRIST. 
eye of faith is the firſt in-let of Chriſt 
into the ſoule, and this a& of faith in 
ſceing Chriſts excellenctes, is the firſt 


| 


| 
| 
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when the Apoſtle gives us the ſum of | 


| the Goſpel, Chrilt crucihed for ſinnes, 
| marke how he ſpeakes, I Tzm. 1.15. 


This 1s a farthfull ſaying, and ſayes nor, 


That's true, this Chriſt and this Do- | 


gument to perſwade men to receive it. 


muſt ſee Chriſt to be worthy of all ac- 
ceptation,and that when they ſee Chriſt 
worthy of all acceptation, then they 
will ſet upon the receiving of him. 
This is then the firſt thing 1n receiving 


excellencies , which makes way to the 
acual! receiving of him; For the un- 


derſtanding being throughly and truly | 
| convinced of his excellencies, the affe- | 


&ions neceſſarily follow, and ſtirre up | 
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[in receiving Chriſt. And therefore | 
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proportionable endeavours for. the re- 
ceiving of him. And what is the caule | 
that men doe not receive Chriſt, but 
| the ignorance of his worth? Joþ.q. 10. 
If thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who it 
is that ſayes to thee, Grue mee to drinke, 
| thou wouldeſt have asked of him. Rom. 10. | 
| 3. For they being ignorant of Gods righ.. 
teouſneſſe, have not ſubmitted themſelves | 
unto the righteouſneſſe of God, Mens ig- 
| norance of Chriſt, breeds in them a low 
| prizing,and a baſe undervaluing of him, 
| and therefore every vilething 1s prefer-. 
red before him. It was a vile {in which | 
is complained of, Amos 2. 6. That they | 
| fald the righteozs for fubver , and the poore | 
| | for 4 pazre of ſhooes, A vile {inne that Joef | 
| | complaines of, Joel 3. 3. They bavye caft. 
| | lots upor my people , and have giyen a boy 
| for an harlot, and ſold a girle for wine, that 
| they meght drinke. It was 2 yile {inne in | 
| Fudas, that he ſold, and prized Chrift 
| at thirty pieces: A goodly pricethat I was | 
prezed at of them. Lech. 11. 13. It was | 
the price at which flaves were: prized. | 
| Exod.21, 32. Now if ſo baſe a thing 
j in the 7ſraelrres, to Prize the righteous | 
I ; WW _ and} 


Fenner” 


| T andthe poore ſo baſely, asto ſell them 


for old ſhooes, to ſell a boy for an har- 
lot, if in J«das to prize Chriſt but at 
tnirty pieces, what is it then to prize 
Chriſt under old ſhooes, to ſell him 
for an harlot, for wine, for uncleane 


{ and drunken luſts ? And yet thus is 


Chriſt prized by men,men will ſell him 


| for old ſhooes, for an harlor, for a por, 


for a penny. So baſely is the precious 
Lord of Glory viliprized by finfull 
men. And becauſe men ſo, wotully un- 


him, therefore it is they receive him 


| not; for who would trouble himlelfe | 
tobe at that paines that is required in | 
the receiving of Chriſt, that doth not 


rize him above thirty pieces, above an 


| Srndg above wine, above old ſhooes ? 
| Now, as this baſe under-prizing of | 


Chriſt makes men negle& the recei- 
ving of him, ſo certainly when men 
once have the eye of faith to ſee the 
due worth, and the true excellencies of 


Chriſt, then will they beſtirre them- | 


ſelves for the receiving of him. See 


| Mat. 14+ 35,36. And when the men of 
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| dervalue him, and eſteeme ſo baſelyof | 
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| theplacehad knowledge of him, they ſent 


| they wonld flocke thicke and threefold | 


| aud lookedinbecauſe hewould through- 


| brought untohim all that were diſeaſed, and 


theknowledge of Chriſt,and knew how 


| Right Receiving | 


out into all the Countrey round about, and 


beſought him that they might onely touch the | 
hem of bis garment. So, had men now but 


ricb, how precions a Chriſt he were, 


after him, and be earneſt ſutors ther } 
they might receive him. It is Chriſts 
preciouſneſſe well viewed by faith thar 
fetches men in unto him. 1 Pet. 2.4; | 
As therefore wee would frame our | 
ſoules to the receiving of Chriſt, fo 
ſtudy Chriſt , ftudy his excellencies, | 
view his beauties. It is a noble ſtudy to | 
ſtudy Chriſt : The Angels in Heaven 
are ſtudents in this Divinity, they de- 
fire to looke into, to pry into theſe | 
things. 1 Pet. 1. 12. It is the ſameword | 
that is uſed of Fobzs looking into Chriſt s 

grave, Joh.20. 5. And be ſtooped downe | 


_— 


ly ſee how things were, hee ſtooped 
downe to looke wiſhly and narrowly } 
with ſuch earneſtnefſe, with ſuch defire 
looke the bleſſed Angels intq the my- 
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fcries ofthe-Goſpel, they ſtoop down, | 

| and look into them. They do not one? | | 

ty ſtudy, but wondrous Bard doe they | © | 

} ftudy rhennſearchable riches of Chriſt; j 

{ If the Angels have benefit by Chriſt, | | 


yet whar is their benefit to ours? Chriſt | 
| came forus, was Incarnate, and cruci- | 
| fed for us, how much niore concernes 
- | if us to l6oke- into theſe' things then | 
the Angels? The looking into the Arke | I 
| coſt them full Yeare, 1 Sam. 6.19. Itis | 
our undoiny that now wee doe not look | 
| into the Arke. It was death for the Xo- | | 
| bathrtes that were Levites to look into | | 
| the Sandtuary; and ſee the holy things. | 
| Numb. 4. 4.20. But now it 1s other- | | 
| wife, God now under the Goſpel hath | 
| tinveyled all the holy things, and the | 
very Arke which was inthe holy of ho- 
| lies, is to be ſeene, Apor..TI.' 19. It is 
our fis;, and it is our death not to'pry 
now into the 'Arke. 2 Cor. 4. 3. If our 
| Goſpel be bid, it is bid to them that periſh. 
| Pry therefore into the Arke, and there 
| ſve the treaſures of all grace, and good 
| laid up, fo fixe thine eye upon theſe. 
tteaſures; as thou mayeſt be ſtirred 'vp | 
i " m1 


—_— 


M.. 


l._—_ T—_ 


Fight: Receiving 


| toan holy. coyetouſneſle,, and oreedi.. 


neſſe of receiying them. +. 
 . Secondly, The faith that will receive 
Chriſt, muſt worke as az.bazd : Andit 
muſt doe adquhle worke of the hand. 
Firft, Faith.muft ſiretch our it ſelfe 
and.reach.out it ſelfe to receive Chriſt. 


If a man would receive Chriſt, he muſt | 


doe in this caſe, as Chriſt fpake to him 


| Hark. 3. 5. Stretch forth thine, hand. 
"This ſtretching forth of the hand,is up-. 
on the ſight of Chriſts excellencies , to | 


ſtirre up in our hearts, ſtrong, vehe- 
| ment, reſtlefle, and affe&ionate deſires 
after him. (azt. 8, 2. Oh that thou wert 


as my. brother, that ſucked the breaſts of my | 


mother ! Oh that I had this precious 
Lord Chriſt ! oh that he were mine, 
that I were poſleſſed of, bim.! This is 
the :Left:ng up. of the dooyes and gates, 
P{al.24.7. When the ſoule is lifted, 


| and raiſed up after Chriſt in ſtrong de- 
| ſires to. enjoy him;theſe deſires are the. 
reaching , and- ſtretching forth of rhe 

| hand to receive him. And ſuch a reach- 
{ ing out of. the, hand of the ſoule, ſhall 


not miſſe of receiving Chriſt, Adat..5. | 
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| Bleſſed are they that burger and thir} af | 
herons og for I, ſhall be They | 
Therefore they ſhall receive, or'elfe | 1 
how be filled ? lt is as if he had ſaid; | | 
Blefſed are they rhat {tretch out their | 
hands, for they ſhall receive. 'Apoc, 22. 
17. Let him that is athirft come, and who- | 
ſoever will let bim take the water of life 
freely. Thirſt will make a man reach | 
and ſtretch forth the hand for water, | 
and reaching helpes to rece:ving. The 
Law of God was, Dewt. 34. 15. that a 
poore man ſhould receive his pay at his 
| day : and ſee what is one reaſon for it. 
Becauſe he lifts up bis ſoule ano it;that is, 
he ſers his heart upon it, with a ſtrong. 
defire to receive it, and therefore God | 
would not have him diſappointed. 
| Now ſurely God will not deale worſe 
with a poore ſoule, then he would have 
them deale with a paves man. If a 
poore man that hath lifted up his ſoule 
| 1n deſires after his hyre, muſt not 'be| 
difappointed;but muſt receive his hyre, 
then ſurely when G o Þ fees a poore: 
| ſoule liſt up it ſelfe, and reaching out it] 
ſelfe in its deſires after Chriſt, he will; 
ED not | 
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not, rave it diſappointed of receiving | | 
\Chrift. What compariſon betweene | Þ 

wages defired;and Chriſt deſired > The | | 
i\LoRp that will not in his: goodnefle | | 
have the deſires of poore men, will | . | 
much.leſle ſuffer the defires. of poore | | 
ſoules after Chriſt be deceived. _ 
z |: Secondly, Faith as the hand, muſt /ay 
hold upon, take, claſpe abour, and faſten | 
upon.Chrift offered, Wee ice Luk,2.| | 
26 that Szmeoz had jt revealed unto him | 
thar:be ſhould fee the Lords Chriſt. | | 
| And when Chriſt was brought into the | | 
| Temple by bis parents, he.doth view | | 
| | him,and looks upon him ; bur yer that | 
; would not-ſartisfie him, to fee him ; but | 
Be i werſ.28.,Then he took him up 13 bis armes. | 
Faith;doth ag Simean did, It.not onely | 
| viewes, and ſees Chriſt, and his worth, 
| but ſeeing him it reaches out after him, 
| and takes him up.in his Armes, claſpes 
about him, and holds 'him faſt for, her 
jowne. And. hence is the phraſe of re- 
cciving Chriſt, Joh. x, 12. And. Recer- | 
| ing the promiſes, L, Tim-I-15. And the | 
\phrafe of embracing the promiſes, Heb, 
I1..x3. And layinz bold on eternal tife, | 
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'I 7m. 6. I2. And this a& of faith in 
receiving Chriſt, is that, (apt. 8. 2, | 
7 would lead thee, and bring thee into thy 
| mothers houſe. When God offers Chriſt | 
in the Goſpel a Lord, and a Saviour, | | 
and wee take Chriſt for our Lord, and |] |} 
Saviour , then doe wee receive him. | 
Behold, fayes God, I offer you Chriſt 
to be your Lord and Saviour ; Now | | 
then comes faith and hath 2 double 
| aCt. | | 
| An At of the underſtanding, by I- 
which as the eye of the ſoule it ſees as 
| the neceſſity, ſo the worth, and price of 
| Chriſt. Here, fayes faith, I ſee a ve- | 
| ry precious Chriſt, I ſee wonderfull ; 
worth, and excellency in him, I ſee he | 
is well worth the looking after, well | 
worth the having, and receiving. 
An AQofthe will. And thatis two-| 2 | 
| fold; þ7ft, as the hand of the ſoule ro ] 
reach and ſtretch out it ſelfe after Ghriſy | 
in vehement and ſtrong deſires afrer 
him. Here faith ſayes,oh that I had this | 
precious Chriſt, oh that this precious | 
| Chriſt were mine ! ob that upon any 
|termes my Soule might enjoy him ! 
Secondh,\ 
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| Secondly , as the hand of the ſoule to lay 
hold upon, to apply, and take Chriſt of- 
LIP s. . . 
fered. Here faith ſayes, This precious 
Chrift I doe willingly and gladly re- 
ceive, I lay hold upon him as my Lord, 


fereſt him unto me, ſo doe I receive, 


| Welcome Lord Chriſt, I claſpe about 


ceived mtothe heart. 


i 
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Crnyayr. IX. 


[a hrift already. 
wee,and examine wee our ſelves whe- 


ſelfe whether he be a true. Chriſtian or 


{ Chriſt be received, therefore as it £0n+ 


| thee with both mine armes. And thus | | 
by theſe two Ads of faith is Chriſt re- | 


How to know .; whether wee have recerved 


ther wee have received himor no. It| 
- |\concernes every man to examine him- 


not. No man is a true Chriſtian till 


cernes us to try whether wee be true. 
Chriſtians ornot; ſo it concernes us to | 


Right Receiving i 


and Saviour. Behold Lord, as thou of- | 


and take him, My Lord, and my God, | 


'F Chriſt miſt be received , then try | 
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rry whether wee have received Chriſt 
Or nor. | 
| How may it be knowne whether | ®wſt. | 
| Chrift be received or not ? | 
It may beknowne by divers things. | 4»fw. 
Try it by theſe. 
Firſt, By this in the Text, As yehave| 1. | 
recerved Chrift Feſus the Lord, Mark then | 
what they do that truly receive Chriſt. | 
j They that truly receive Chriſt, receive | 
| him not onely a Chriſt Feſus, but they 
receive him alſo a Lord Feſws, a Chriſt 
[rhe Lord. They reccive him not onely | | 
i, fa Saving, but a Ruling Chri.:t. They | 
Ff | that receive Chriſt indeed, receive him | 

} jas God offers him in the Word, now | 
he offers him an whole Chriſt to ſave| 
| {and rule both, 2 Cor. 4. 5. wee preach | 
4: | Chriſt Feſws the Lord, we preach, and of: | ; 
1 | fer h1m ro youa Chriſt eſus, a SaVing x 
Chriſt, a Chriſt to ſave, and wee preach, | 
.and offer him to you Chriſt the Lord, | 
'a Ruling Chriſt, a Chriſt to Rule. Chriſt | 
is called the Lords Chrift. Luk. 2. 26. | 
Till be bad ſeene the Lords Chr}, Onr | 
Saviour tells us, at. 24. 24s That 
' {there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts. And the 
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64 | . Kight Receiving 
"——|world is full of falſe Chrifts, Idol 
' Chrils, Chriits bred 1nthe bratnes of 
ignorant heads. Now a mans cate| 
| ſhould be to reccive a true Chriſt, the} 

| | | Lords Chriſt. But how ſhould one | + 
| know the Lords Chrit from the falic| | 
| ' and 1doll Chriſfts of the world 2 What 
a kinde of Chrilt is the Lords Chriit ? 
| | | See Zecb. 61 3. Prieſt Upon bis throne. 
{ Thar is expounJed by two places. Ats| | 
! 2.36, God bath made Jeſus both Lord, and 
| | Chriſt. AQts5. 31. He lath exal.ed him 
| | to be a Prince ad a Saviour, to,47V? re- 
| pextance and ſorgitentſſe of flanes, A Sa- 
| vViour to give forgiveneſie, anda Prezce 
 togive repentance z A Sauzur to give 
| pardon of, and a Priexcce tO give Power 
ag2inki finne. So then, the Lords Chriſt 
' whith he offers 1s the Lord Chriſt, not 

| onely a Saving, but a Rultng, not onely 
* | a pasdoning, but a reforming Chriſt, not 
wu, | | onely a Chriſt with a ſacrifice, but a 
z 1 | Chriſt with a Scepter, and a Crowne, not 
I * onely a Chriſt with Slozd, but a Chriſt | | 
3 S | with water. 1 Job, 5. Now then if wee | | 
| have received Chriſt, wee have received | | 
E | him ſach an one. Hath Chriſt then, | | 
3 | | whom 
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of CHRIST: 
"whom thou ſayeſt thou haſt received, 
' hath he wrought Repentance, Mortifi- 


cation, Sandtification in thine heart ? | 
' Hath that Chriſt whom thou haſt re- | 
| ceiveda crowne ON his head, a Scepter 


in his hand, a throne in thine heart ? 


| | doth he rule,and Lord it inthine hearr, 


ſo as thine heart is ſwayed, and thy life 
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\to their hearts. They have a Chriſt of 
their owne framing, .a Criſt forged in 
their owne fancy. What, not received 
| Chriſt? Yes, God forbid burthat they 


Looke upon his head : Is their Chr:f 
crowned ? Looke upon his hand, Is 
their Criſt Sceptred ? Look into their 
hearts, Is their Chr throned > What 
——_— p hath "—_— dominton oy 
| 2 C 
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| | ordered by his commands?If it be thus, | 
_ jthen haſt thou indeed received Chriſt 
- {into thine heart. Bur this evidences it, 
that many have not received Ch7:f, ma- | 
 ' ny beare the name of Chrsft, and have 
- [taken up the profeſſion of his.name, 
bur yet they have not received him in-. 


ſhould have received Chr:ft with -all | 
their hearts. Well, looke a little upon | 
| the Chriſt they ſay they have received. | 
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Right Receiving 
he exerciſe intheir hearts? Nor a whit, 
for all the Chrift they have received, 


there is no Repentance, no Mortifica- 
| P CY . 
tion, no Holineſſe, no Obedience, for 


| all the Chriſt they have received, they 


| are earthly, covetous, full of uncleane | 


| lnſts,drunkards,ſwearers,prophane and 
| looſe.” Be it knowne unto all ſuch that 
they have not received the Lords Chrift, 
becauſe they have not received the 
' Lord Chriſt. Ic is a falſe Chriſt they 
have received,LIt is the Libertins Chriſt, 
the carnall Goſpellers Criſt, an Anti- 


throneleſs Chriſt. 


doe receive (brift, and hope, and deſire 
to be ſaved by him alone. 

| eAxſw. Nay, youdoe (brit wrong : 
It is true indeed that you doe tot ſay 
wee will not have this man to fave us, 
to pardon us, to deliver us from hell, 
ſo you doe not refuſe him. But yet you 
ſay as thoſe wretches, Luk. 19. 14.wee 


Andthus you receive him not,thus you 
doe refuſe him ; you put a reede into 
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L 


will zo0t have this man to reigne OVEr ts © 


his! 


\ nomian Chriſt,a crownleſs,ſcepterleſs, | 


_.. O4jes. I, but you doe us wrong, wee | 
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wretchedly to part Chrifts Rayment, | 
| but they doe more wretchedly that will 


1 4n nn-throned Prieſt. It is an whole 
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his hand, and a crown of thornes upon 
his head: Therefore it 1s a cleare caſe, 


rhat every impenitent, unſan@ified,diſ- 


obedient perion doth not, hath not re- | 
ceived Chriſt. Thou wilt receive him i 
to ſave thee, but rule thee he ſhall not; 


Thou likeſt him for a Jeſ#-, but a Lord 


Jeſus thou likeſt him not. 1s Chriſt d:- 
vided?faith the Apoltle,r Cor.t. This is | 
to receive a divided Chrijt, They did 


part, and divide Chr:t himſelfe, that 
will divide his K:»gdom from his Przeſt- | 
hood,that will receive him for a Saviour, | 
but not a Prince, that will receive him 


Chriſt that muſt be received. He that 
receives not all, receives none at all. 
Secondly, By that, Job. 1.12. with 
verle 16. To 4s many as received bim, 
There were then that did receive him. 
How were they knowne ? Of bis fulneſſe | 
wee have all received Grace for Grace, So 
then here are two things. F?rſt, They 
that receive Chriſt, receive of his ful- | 
nefle,and are in their degree filled with 
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Chriſt. They that "receive Chriſt, re- 
ceive of that, yea receive that in their 
| meaſure which i is 1n him: Of hs fulneſſe 
wee receite. Secondly, they reccive Of his 
fulneſſe Grace for Grace, as the childe 
hath all parts anſwerable to his Fath<r 
from whom he receives life, and betng, 
as the waxe receives print tor print, an» | 
{werable to that which 1s in re ſealc. | 
| So that a man thar receives Chriſt, nor 
onely in the generall receives of thar | 
with which Chriſt is filled, but in his | | 
degrce and meaſure receives of every | | 
| race that is in Chriſt. 1 Joh. 4.17, As | | 
| | pp , ſoarewein this world. All Chri- | 
tians that have received Chriſt in this | | 
| world, areas he tz, they have, and beare | | 
| Upon them the prints,ftamps, impreſh- 
ons of the ſame graces thar are in him. 
That as Sa/omon ſpeaks In another cate, 
| Draven 7.19. eAs 13 water face anſwers to 
face, fo a Chriſtian receiving Chriſt, 
anſwers to him face to face, beares his | | 
Image, the ſtamp and impreſſion of his | | 
graces ; for Chriſt once received, and | | 
entertained into the heart, is an aſfimi- 
{ lating Chriſt, an altering, changirg 


| Chritt,| 
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ſpiritual, full of goodnefſe,zeale, love, 


| Chriſt by faich will work ſuch changes, 
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Chriſt, that turnes every ſoule into the 
likenefſe of himfſelfe. Chriſt wee ſaw | 


| | 
before was recerved both by the eyeand | 
hand of faith. The receiving of Chrift | 
| 

| 


by the eye when he 18 indeed received, 
ir works ſtrangely, 2 Cor. 3. 18. The 
viton of Chritt by the eye of faith is a : 


o 


{cransforming viſion. As the bleſſed vi- 


lion of Chrift ſhall make us olorioutly | 
like him, 1 Job. 3. 2. Weeſhall be like 


i him, for wee ſhall ſee him as hes: Soallo | 


the ſight of Chritt by faith doth mae | 
us graciouſly lixe him, holy, heavenly, 


compaſſion, &c. Now if the ſeeing of 


(uch aſſimilation, ſuch conformitie to | 
Chriſt, what will then the receiving of | 


him, and the raking him home into our | 


hearts, and ſoules doc > How much. 
more will that transforme a man into | 
the Image of Chriſt 2 By this then may 

men be tryed whether they have recei-. 
ved Chriſt or no. If thou have of 
Chriſts fulneſle, if with Stephez, 43.6. 


full of faith agd the holy Ghoſt, it with the | 


Romans,filled with knowledge azd all good- 


' 4 neſſe, | | 
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| | neſſe. Rom. 15. f. If as the ColofStans, 
Col. x. 9. then thou hai received of. 
 Chritts fulneſle, anc having received of. 
his fulneſſc, thou haſt recerved Chriit, 
| for none can receive of bis fulvefle, rill 
| they have received him. It tov have} 
{in thee the Graces that are in Chriſt, | 
{ Grace over againit Grace, Meckneile, 
Humility,heavenly mindeanefle, Love, 
&c. which were in him; this Grace for. 
{ Grace,argues that thou haſt received of 
- his fulnefle, and ſo haſt received him- | 
| | ſelfe. It rhny he changed, conformed, 
| {and tranſformed to his Image, thou 
1 haſt received him. Bur this ſhews how | 
} many have not received him. They are 
| full indeed, but of what are they jull, 
|and with what are they filled? They are 
| { full as they, Rom. 1. 29.as he Af. 5.3.| | 
} AA. 13.106. fullas they, 2 Pet. 2. 14. 
| eyes full of adultery, hearts full of world- 
{ lineſſe, and earthlineſſe, heads full of 
{| wineand ſtrong drinke,mouthes full of | | 
j ; oathes and curſing, hands full of blond. | | 
j } Now is this the fulnefſe of Chriſt? Is | |; 
| j this of the fulpeſſe of Chriſt ? or of the 
| | fulneſſe of the Devill? Have men againe 


i | received } 
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| received Grace for Grace ? Chriſt was 
| humble, they are proud ; Chriſt was 
' compaſſonare, they mercileſſe ; Chriſt 
, was loving, they are hatefull,and batin 


, one another, Chriſt heavenly, and ſpi- | 


' rituall, they earthly, and *carnall, &c. 
| Is this Grace over againſt Grace? or 
; vice or graceleſnes over againſt Grace? 
; Art thou n this world like.unto Chr:ſts 
| and did he live as thou now doſt ? of 
; Chritts fulneſs therefore have not men 


; received, neither yet have they received 
| Chriſt bimſelfe. 


receive him in that way, and in thoſe 
meanes wherein .God offers him, yea 


| wherein, and whereby Chriſt 1s recei- 
ved. God offers Chriſt to be received 


Goſpel. They that receive Chriſt, re- 
 ceive his Word, and in his Word doe 


Jewels,mult receive the casket in which 
the Jewells arc ; hee that will receive 


purſe and the cheſt in which the gold 
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3nd withall their hearts receive that | 
| in his Word, and the Minifry of the | 
receive him. A man that will receive | 


ſuch gold andtreaſure, muſt receive the | 


Thirdly, They that receive Chriſt, | 
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and treaſure is. Mat. 10. 40. He that 
recerves you, receruves mee. And how are 
they received ? verſ. 14. Phoſoever ſhall 
not ecerue you , nor beare your words, 
Therefore Chriſts Miniſters are recei- 
ved when their words are heard, and re- 
ceived ; when the Word 1s received, 
the Miniſters are received, and when 
they are received, Chriſt is received. 
So here in the text; As yee have recerved 
Chrift. How and when did they receive 
him ? As yee have reccivea Chriſt, and 


as jee have been taught, verſ, 7. they re- 


ceived him when they were taught by 
the miniſtry of the Word. Wee ſee 


+ AAS 2. 41. that ſome recerved the word 
gladh.It was a good {igne they received 


Chriſt, he that receives the Ordinance 
as that by which Chriſt is conveyed, 
and receives that truth in theWord in- 


] to his heart, that man receives Chriſt. 


Let men try themſelves by this. Is 
Gods: Ordinance reſpeted, and his 
truth received into thine heart? a good 
Gone that Chriſt is received. But how 
many talke and brag of receiving (br:f, 
that deſpiſe his ordinance, and reſiſt 

and 
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' and rejea t that truth therein diſpenſed? | 
Behold, to conclude againſt ſuch men, - 
that they receive not Chriſt. 

Fourthly, He that receives Chriſt, | ,. 
receives -ladly all that belong to Chriſt, 
| bis Mintiters, bis members, Mat. 10. 
| 40, He that receives you,receryes me ; and 
ſo likewiſe he that receives mee, re- 
ceives you, The Galatians bad recei- 
{ ved Chriſt, anil therefore ſee how Paal | 
was received, Gal.4. 14. Yee recerved me by 
as an Angelof God, yea as Feſws Chriſt, 
A figne they received Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thar as Paul ſpeakes to Philemon of O- 
neſimus, Philem. 17. If thou count mee | 
therefore a partnergecerve him as my ſelfe. | 
| So ſayes Chriſt to all that receive him 
of his Miniſters, If you have received | 
me, receive my Miniſters as my ſelfe. | 
And fo for his members, at. 10.41. | 
He that recetveth a Diſciple. He that re- | 
ceives Chriſt, receives a Diſciple, re- | 
ceives him into love, fellowſhip, and | 
communion. When a man entertaines 
and receives a friend,he alſo entertaines | 
and receives his ſervants. 'If the ſer- 
vants ſhould not be received, but be 

| ſhut | 
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| ſhut out, the Maſter would not thinke 
himſelfe hearrily received of ſuch a 
man, Shall the triall be put upon this 
one thing ? Judge then whether Chriſt 
| be received by men inthe world,by their 
receiving his Miniſters as his Miniſters, 
his members as his members, Yee ſuffer 
fooles gladly, ſayes Paul, 2 Cor. 11. 19. 
So men receive fooles, fidlers, jeſters, | | 
players ; they receive good fellowes, | . 
gameſters, drunkards, ſwearers, &c. | ' } 
Theſe men they receive gladly. But a 
| Miniſter of Chriſt, and a member of | {4 
| Chriſt, as ſuch an one, how gladly is he 
| received into our houſes, and compa- 
nies? As gladly as water 1s recetved in- 
to the ſhip: mens contempt and ſcorne 
| of theſe, teſtifies how they have recei- 
ved Chriſt. | 
| Thus much for the Argument, by | } 
| which he preſſes to the duty. The Du- 
| | ty followes , So walke 12 bim. By walk-| - 
ing he meanes a going forward in the ſ 
 wayes of Godlineſle, for walking is a| | 
| progreſſive motion. Beforewee come | | 
to the duty; firſt from the ſubjoyning | |] 
this to the former , es yee have rece;- | | 
| ved } 
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ved Cbrift, f walke , learne thus much. 
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CHAP. X. 


whoſoever they are, that have indeed recer- 
ved Chriſt, they doe walke in him. 


TY that receive Chriſt, either in 
the Word, or in the Sacrament, 
they doe walke in him, that 1s, they doe 
in his ſtrength walke in obedience and 
fruitfulnefſe before God. True yeces- 
| vers of Chriſt, are walkers :n Chriſt, 
Chriſt truly received ſets men on walk- 
ing. As faith hath az ee to ſee Chriſt, 
and his excellencies, as it hath az hazd 
(to reach out, and to receive Chriſt, ſo 
| it hath alſo & foote to walke in Chriſt. 


| in the healing of the creeple, one that 
was lame from his mothers wombe ; 
He could not walke, but was carried a- 
bout, werſ. 2. Now Peter cures this 
man ; And how the cure was wrought, 
he teils them, verſ. 12. and 16.#by /ooke 


power or holineſſe wee had made this man to 


It is in this caſeas ir was in that As 3, | 


gee ſo earneſtly oz us, as though by our owne\ 


| : : watkes\| 
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| walking, So then the creeple by faith | 
[receiving Chriſt into his heart, ver,16. | 


walke: The Name of ( briſt through faith 
in his Name, bath maze this man firong, 
yea the faith which is by bimbath gtuen ham | 


| this perfeR ſoundneſſe. It is ſaid, verſe. 7+ 
That his feete and anckle-hones recerv'd 


freng th, and he leaping ſtood, and walked, | 
and entred into the Temple , leaping and | 


doth receive itrength into his limbes | 
to leape, and walke, yea fo as verſ. g:; 
eAll the people ſaw him walking; Now juſt | 
ſo it is ſpiritually with all that receive | 
Chriſt... Though before they were cr- | 
rant creeples,creeples from the womoe, | 
that conld not ſtirre one foote in the | 
wayes of God, yet when once by farrh 
they receive Chriſt into their hearts, ; 
the feete & anckle-bones of their ſoules ; 
immediately reccive ſtrength, and they 
preſently fall to walking, fo that all the 
people may ſee them walking, doing 
thoſe duties, performing that ſervice 
and obedience, which before they did 
not. There was another creeple hea- | 
led, As 14.8. who was a creeple from 
bis mothers wombe, who had never walked. 


He 
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He heares Paul preach,ver(.9, Paul ſees 
that he had faith in bimto be heale4J, 
and thereupon bids him ſtand upon his 
feete, eAnd he leaped and walked,ver.1o. | 
Soit 1s true ſpiritually, though a man | 
have been a creeple all his dayes, one 
that never walked, never did any duty 
of obedience fince he was borne, yer | 
when oncea man hath faith,and by faith 
hath received Chriſt: Chriſt by faith 
received will make ſuch an one walke, 
as never walked before. VWee-ſhall ſee 
that amongſt other thipgs our Saviour 
did, it was uſually one thing with him 
to heale the lame,and to ſet them 97 walj- 
| ing, Mat. 15.30, 31. And Mab.21.14. | 
| | The miracles, and cures that Chriſt 

wrought upon mens bodies, were but |. 
to teach what a Chriſt he. ſhould be 
ſpiritually to mens ſoules.. It taught 
that Chriſt received into the foule 
ſhould preſently cure the lamenefle 
thereof, and being once received hee ! 
makes lame ſoules walke, that never 
walked before. So Rom..8, 1, There 7s 
u0 condemuation to'them that are in Chriſt | 
Jeſw., When wearein Chriſt, then he = 
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\is inus; Thenhe is in us, and weeare in 
bim when wee receive him. But what 
kinde of perſons are they that are in 
| Chriſt, and Chriſt in them, that have 
| received Chriſt, who walke after the 
Spirit > Therefore where Chrilt is re- 
ceived, he ſets men a walking in the du- 
ties of holineſſe, and obedience. When 
Wee TCCeIVe Chriſt, as he abides in us, 
ſoweabide in him. Now when a man 
hath received Chriſt, ſo as he abides in 
him,what will that man doe? See 1 Fob. 
2+ 6. He that ſayes be abides tn him, ought |. 
' himſelfe alſo to walke. And how mult he | 
walke ? Even as hewalked, Chrift was a 
walking Chriſt, and ſo every Chriſtian 
that, hath received Chriſt, muſt be a 
walking Chriſtian, And muſt, and will | 
|walke 1n that way in which Chrift wal- 
ked. And the reaſons of this are two, | 
Firſt, That 1 Job. 5. 12. Hethathath | 
the Son hath life, he that hath not the Sor | 
hath not life. He that receives the Son | 
receives life, life from Chriſt cannot be 
idle,andaflcepe;bur it is 4Rive,ſtirring, 
and full of morion. Where Chrift is | 
received, ſpiritual life is ns and 
| | | ift- þ 
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ſpirituall life will ſet a man awalking, 
and aworking, Gal. 5. 25. 1f wee live 17 
the Sperit, let us alſo walke #3 the Spirit , | 
So that where there ts ſpzrituall life, 
there is ſptrituall walking, And where 
Chriſt is received there's fpiritual] life, 
for he that bath the Sox hath life, And he | 
that hath received the Sonne hath the | 
| Soxne ; for wee come to have him by | | 
receiving of him. It is poſſible that in ſ 
 naturea man may have life, and yet not | | 
walke, but where fpirituall life is, there | 
will be walking. Chriſt received, lives | 
in us, Gal. 2, 20. And as he lives, ſo} 
he walkes in us, and makes us walke in 

him. 256 

Secondly, Becauſe Chriſt being re- 

ceived, the Spirit of God is received al- | | 
ſo, as we ſaw before. Now, the Spirit | 
| of God being received, hewill make us | 
walke in duties of obedience. Ezek. 36. 

27. I willput my Spirit within you, azd 
cauſe you to walke 13 my ſtatutes. Chriſt | 
received, the Spirit is received ; the | | 
Spirit received cauſes a man to walke, 
ſo that where Chriſt is received, a man | 
nft needs walke. 
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doe by all meanes, if you will beleeve 
| DY ULMEANES): It Y 
; them. Men, frequently receive the Sa- 
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£ | CHAP. XI. EET” 
"Trialls of Meas Receiving of Chriſt, 


Y this, may men try themſelves, 

 wherher they have received Chrilt | 
or not. Men:heare the Goſpel daily 
Preached unts them,and live under the | 
Miniftry ofthe WV ord in which Chriſt 
is offered unto, them. Doe they receive 
Chriſt thus offered rhem? yes that they 
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crament, and not one recelves, but he 
| hopes he receives Chriſt into his heart. 
Now it deeply concernes us ſeriouſly 
to examine-our ſelves whether 1n truth 
we have received Chriſt or no, after ſo 
much uſe of his Ordinances. If under 
ſo much Preaching, and after ſo much 
receiving the Sacrament , wee have not 
received Chriſt, we are in a miſerable 
condition. Let us therefore after. ſo 
| much hearing, and receiving, examine 
| our ſelves whether wee have received | 
Chriſt, or not. How ſhall wee then 
know it ? This is a ſure thing, where 


"—_ — CC... 


. Chriſt 


— "ATT 


ff CurRisT: 


| Chriſt is received it will be ſeene, and 


may be diſcerned. Wee ſhall ſee Mar. 


and would have no man know it, bur, 


ſays the Textybe could not Le hid, Where 


ever Chriſt is then, he cannot be hid. 
He could not be hid in the houſe into 
which he was received,but he was heard 


; of, he was ſeene, and taken notice of. 


— 


And ifhe could not be hid inthe houſe 
igto which he was received, then much 
lefſe can he be hid in the heart into 
which he is received. It is a thouſand 


then to hide him in an heart. If there- 
fore ye have received Chrift, he cannot 


received, he ſets men awalking in him, 
and in the wayes of godlineſſe. Well 
then,If wee walke in Chriſt, if we walke 
in obedience to Gods comandements, 


{if we walke holily, and religiouſly, then 
| here is matter of ſweet. comfort unto 
| us. Certainly, ſuch'as walke in Chrift, 
| have received him. As wee cannot re- 
{ceive him, but wee muſt walke in him, 
Ifo wee cannot walke in him, but wee 
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muſt 


2. 24, that Chriſt entred into a houſe, 


times eaſter to hide him in an houſe, | 


be hid ; Why ſo? Becauſe where he is j 
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muſt receive him, Our walking in him 


is an infallible evidence of our recei- | 
ving bim. But on the contrary, this | 


ſhews how few have reccived Chriſt in 
the Word and Sacrament, becauſe 10 
few doe walke in him. Doe but confi- 


der what your walking 1s. Doe not men } 


walke as Epheſ. 2. 2. Tee walked accord. 


1:g to the courſe of this world, according to| 
the Prence of the power of the ayre, the ſperit | 


that now workes 12 the children of diſobe- 


dience. Doe not men walkeas Epbeſ. 4. | 
17,18. As the Gentiles walke 12 the va- | 
| 2itie of their mindes, having therr under- 
ftandirg darkened, ec. Doe not many | 


walke as they, Thzl. 3. 18, 19. Many 


walke who are the enemies of the (roſſe, | 


whoſe God ts thetr belly, who minde earthly 
things. Doe not many walke, as 1 Pet. 
4+ 3. When wee walked in laſcitouſneſſe, 
laſts, exceſſe of wine, revellings , banquet. 
tings,and abomiziable Idolatries, Doe not 
many walke in theſe walkes, and yet 
talke of receiving Chriſt ? In Gods 


teare, judge whether ſuch walking , be. 
walking in Chriſt, Call yeewalking in | 


the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the 
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world, the luſts of the devill, call yee . 
this a walking in Chriſt ? If wee would 
profeſſedly walke out of Chrift, what 


el 


together Eph. 4. 17, 18. with 20, 21. 


ned Chriſt, then have nor ſuch walkers 


would we, or could we doe other ? Lay 


It tuch walkers have nor in truth lear- | 


kers in their conſciences judge whether | 


| ſuch walking be walking in Chrift,or in 
Satan. And doe they thar receive Chrrf, 
walke in Satan? Ler all ſuch know once. 
for all, thatall their hearing, and recei- 
ving the Sacrament notwithſtanding 
they have not received Chriſt. A walk- 
ing in Chriſt, wilt prove a receiving of 
Chriſt, if no walking in him, then no 
receiving of him. | 

Now more particularly for the Du- 
ty. Walking, that is going on, and for- 
ward in duties of Religion, and obedi- 
ence, and walking :n him, that is, by his 
power, and ftrength, or 7z hrm, that. 
1s, according to his #111, or patterne. 
Learne hence ; 


G 3 Cnay. 


in truth received Chriſt, Let ſuck wal- | 


| 
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| CHar. XIT. 
It rs a Chriſtians daty towalke in Chriſt. | 
es 
J7” the duty of a Chriſtian to walks, to 
-be in motion, ina progreſſive motion, 
and going forwards. A Chriſtian muſt | 
| not be a ralker, atalker onely, but he |). 
| | muſt be awalker. Ir is caſie to talke of | | 
| Chriſt, though that be more then many | ' 
{ will doe,bur it is not ſo caſte, nor fo or- p 
dinary to walke in him. It is a good. 
| ſigne of a mans being in Chrift. Rom.s, 
| x. Nocondemnation toſuch as are tz him, | 
| Bur how may they be knowne that are 
7 in bim ? They walke after the Spirit. 
| Irtisa ſure ſigne,and evidence of ſpi- 
{ rituall life, Gal. 5. 25. If wee [ive in the 
ſparzt, let ws alſo walke 17 the ſpirit. If we 
{ſee a man walk, weare ſure he is alive. | 
Ir is a ſigne a man is in ſpirituall 
health. e<r:ſe, ſayes Chriſt to the pal- 
| ſey man, Take uv thy bed and walke, Luk. 
5- It was a ({igne he was healed when he 
| could walke. | 
| Sick men that keepe their beds, can- | | 
| | 8Ot walke. It is a figne that men have BY 
RE, | | their 


» 


a ——_——— ——_— — 


EN 


of CHRIST. "Wo |} 


cheir ſpirirtall ſight, and limbes, when 
they can walke.The lame,and the blind, | 
cannot walke. Ignorant perſons are 1 
{blinde. Men that are bodily blinde, can | i 
and doe walke, but it is impoflible for 
men ſpiritually blinde ro walke, becauſe 
it is impoſſible to walke but in the way, | 
and impoſſible to walke in the way, 
{when 1t is not ſeene. And lame perſons 
| wanting l:mbes, and legges, as blinde 
perſons want eyes, neither can they 
* {walke, but when men walke, it 1s a ſure 
figne that they bave their eyes, their 
legges, their health, and ſpirituall 
life. | 
| It is a ſigne of fpirituall ſtrength, 
A childe hath life but cannot walke, 
becauſe it is weake, and wants ſtrength, 
but as it growes {trong, fo it gets abi- 
litie to walke. And when 'a childe can 
once walke, it isa {igne it hath natu- | | 
rall ſtrength. So here.,if wee have ſome | 
ſeedes, and beginnings of ſpirituall | 
life, yet wee are but babes, and 1n- 
firme weaklings, till wee can walke. [-: 
But when once wee doe walke, it is a | 
| igne that wee are . growne In grace, 
G4 and | 
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: ſtrengthen bim in the Lard, and they ſhall 


and have gotten ſome meafure of {pi- | 
rituall ſtrength. Zech. 10. 12. 7 will 


walke up and downt in his Name, When 
therefore men walke up and downe in 
| the name of the Lord, it 1s a ſigne they 
are ſtrengthened in rhe Lord. | 

It is a figne of Communion with 
God, and benefit received in the uſe of | 
| his Ordinances, the Word and Sacra- 
| ment. Ger. 29. I. Then Jacob lifted up | 
| hes feete, and walked, and went onhis jour- 
| 2ey ; Then, namely after the ſweet com- 
munion he had with Goo Þ in Bethel. 
| And ſo when wee Lft up our fecte, 
and walke, with renewed vigour, and 
| ſtrength, it is a figne wee have had fel. 
lowſhip with God in bis Word, and 
Sacrament, 1ſa. 2.3. Hee will teach us 
his wayes, and wee will nalke in his pathes, 
It is a figne that God himſelfe hath 
had the teaching of us, and that in the 
Miniſtry of the Word, wee bave had 
communion with him when once wee f 
tall awalking. So here in the Text, 
walking in Chriſt is made an evidence | 
of Recerving Chriſt. Then may a man | 
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be knowne to have received Chrift in | 
| the Word and Sacrament, when upon | 
' | theſe duties done a man ſets to walk- 


& it is that ſhould be talked of, though 


_ | many men are more aſhamed to have 

|| | holy & good ſpeech come from them, | 
|; then to have oathes, and filthy commu- 

| nication fall from their mourhes, I do 

| not condemne talking of Chriſt, talk- 

| ing of Religion; Talke and ſpare not, 

bur yet walke withall, adde walking to 

| your talking, and then are yee right 


Chriſtians tndeed. Set your feete on 


mies. It condemnes alſo Sedentar 


Chriſtians, that ſet them downe, and 
| fit ſtill, Sitting is for heaven. That 1s 


the Reſt that remaines for the people of 


God, But this life is no Reſting, but a F 
walking life. Wee muſt not thinke of | 
ſitting, tillwee come to'ſit uporthrones, | 


till } 


'Þ 


ing. | 

F * condemnes ſuch as will be Chri- | 
| ſtians, but walke nor, The world is full 
of talkers, but walkers are rare to be | 
| found, Religion muſt be in the tongue, 


| 


| 
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| workeas well as your tongues,and then | 
yee ſhall bridle the tongues of ene- | 


Uſe. 
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till wee come to ſit downe with eAbra. 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdome of 
God, 7 66s 
It condemnes alſo ſuch kinde of | ,. 
Chriſtians that have ſometimes ſome | | 
fits of goodnefle, but goe not on. They 
| have their good words, but they are 
| ſoone over. This 1s not to walke; | 
walking is a. conſtant continued pace | || 
in good. A thiefe may ſometimes 
walke on in the high way, but he will 
# | not ſtay long in it, but quickly turnes | | 
 [ aſideintoone by-way or other; where- p 
as the honeſt traveller keepes on, and 
| goes on an end till he comes to his | 
' Journeys end. It 1s one thing to walke | | 
on in the wayes of God, and another 
thing to take a few ſteps, and our a-| } 
gaine. Such are no walkers. A godly | F 
man who for his ſetled courſe walkes 
on in the wayes of obedience, may 
| | ſometimes FirouUgh tentation, and in- 
firmity, ſtep aſide.into the wayes of 
| ſinne, yet for all that he cannot be ſaid 
| | to. walke in thoſe wayes. Pſal. 1. 1. 
Hee walkes not tn the counſell of the un-| | 
'godly.: And fo a morall or 2 wicked | | 
Ft ID . man,||[| 
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man, may ſometimes be in a good du-;| 


— 
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tie, Or a good way, but yet becauſe his 
conftant courſe bends, and goes ano- 
ther way , he cannot be ſaid towalke in 
the wayes of God. | 

And ſo much for the firſt thing ex- 
horted unto. The ſecond. followes. 


Ul | To be Rooted in Chriſt, to a ſtabilitie, 


and ſtedfafineſſe in the profeſſion of 
Chriſt, verſ, 7. Rooted z2 beim, It is a 


metaphor taken from trees, Trees have 


| no ſtabilitie, nor firmeneſfe, unleſſe 
| they roote into firme earth, neither 
- | have wee any firmenefle, unlefſe wee 


roote deepe in Chriſt.. The point wee 
learne hence ts this : | 


Crnar XIE: 
Tt ts z0t enough for a Chriſtian to profeſſe, 


and beare the Name of Chriſt , but hey 
muſt be Rooted :nbim,  _ 


> Hriſtians muſt be Rooted Chriſti-| 
\Pans: Chriſt is the ſoyle ofa Chri- 


| {ſttan ſoule, and a Chriſtian ſoule muſt 


Roote in this ſoyle. That laoke as B:l- 


dad 


| 


| 


'- Rigor Recerving 

dad ſpeakes in another caſe of a wicked 
mans outward eſtate, and flouriſhing in 
the wotld, Jobs 8. 17. Hes rootes are. 
| wrapped about the heape, and ſees the place 
of ftozes ;, that is, he rootes deeply, and 


whoſe roots run in amoneſt the ſtones, 


ſo ſhould it be with a Chriſtian : Hee 


ſhould fo roote into Chriſt, that his 
rootes ſhould wrap about the heape, 
wrap about Chriſt, he ſhould have a 
folded roote in Chriſt. Chriſt 1s a 
Roote, eApoc. 12. 16. 1 am the Roote 
and off-ſpring of David, the Roote, and 
Branch of David. How can Chriſt be 


both Roote and Branch ? Wee reade 


of the Roote of Feſſe, Ifa. 11, 1. And 
Chriſt is called the Braxch, Zech.6.12. 


If David then be Chriſts Roote, and 


Braxches ? And yet both theſe are true; 
That Chriſt is both the Roote, and 


n-- NR Branch 
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| 


ſpreads about his roots, like a tree that | 
hath its roots folded 1n the earth, and | | 


Bebold the man whoſe name is the Braxch, | 


Chrift his Branch, how is Chriſt the || 
| Roote of David, and Dawidand all the 
| faithfull his Branches ? Job. 15: 1.7 am 
the Vine, the Vine-roote, axdyee are the | 


mane nature, according to the fleſh, 


|| ſon, ard ſo he is the Koote of David, and 


|þ/m, He is the Roote into which all 


is nothing that doth more evidence the 
truth of Grace, then the growth. Then 


a growing Chriſtian. And aman that 
 growes. not in: Grace, and goodneſle, 


|cernes a Chriſtian to grow. Now Iooke 


_— i 


Branch of Devid. Take him in his hu- 


and he is the Branch of David, for he 
was made of the ſeed of Dawzd, accord:- | 
ing tothe fleſh, Rom. 1. 3. But conſider 
him in both natures joyntly in one per- 


of all the faithfull. And as he is the 
Roore, fo ſhould all the faithfull roote 
themſelves into this Roote, Rooted ix: 


true Chriſtians muſt root themſelves. 
And that upon thele reaſons. 

Fir(, All true Chriſtians muſt grow. 
It is that which is often called for in 
Scripture. 2 Pet, 3, 18. Grow tu Grace, 
2 Pet, 2.2. that yee may grow. There 


a Chriſtian may have good evidence 
that he 1s a true Chriſtian, when he is 


may juſtly queſtion the truth of bis 
Grace and goodneſle, the truth of his 
Chriſtianitie. So-that it much cag- 
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how much it concernes a Chriſtian to 
be a growing Chriſtian,ſo much it con- 
cernes him to be a Rooted Chriſtian, 
'to be Rooted in Chriſt. Becauſe un- 


| [lefſeamanbe rooted in Chriſt, itis im- | 


poſſible he ſhould grow. Wee fee in 
nature that plants and trees firſt roote 
| before they grow ,. and their growth 
 followes after their rooting. So much 
appeares by that compariſon,. Job 8, 
\I6, I7. He 1s greene, did bis branches 
ſhoote. And this comes from that which 
followes, Hts roots are wrapped aboat the 
heape. Hee rootes, and therefore hee 
ſhoots. A tree canftiot ſhonte till it 
roote. So Jer.12. 2.the Prophet com- 
paring wicked men to trees, Thos haſt, 
faith he, planted them, yea they have taken 
|roote, they grow, But firſt rake roote, 
and then grow. So Chriſtians muſt 


hey muſt firſt be planted,and takeroor. 
Go promiſes to'make his Church 
grow, and her branches to ſpread, bur 
withall he promifes to make her roote. 
Hoſ. 14. 5,6. 1 will be as the dew unto 


row, bur yet before they can growv, | 
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Iſrael, be ſhall grow as the Lilly, "and caff 
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forth bis roots as Lebanon, his branches 


daily dewes, nor his branches ſpread, 


height. that a Cedar doth, nor to the ! 


then that — 


of CHR1sT: 


w—_ 


ſhall ſpread, &c. Never can a Chriſtian 
grow as a Lilly, though he be under 


unlefle he caſt forth: his roots as Leba- 
307, as the trees, and Cedars of Leha- 
20n, W hat are dewes without Roots ? 
My Dofrine, ſayes Moſes, ſhall drop as 
the raine, my ſpeech ſhall diftill as the dew. 
Deaut. 32. 2. Though a man live un-' 


der the dew of the Miniſtry, which-is a L: 


good meanes of growth, yet if he want 
a Roote in Chriſt, he will never grow. 
The deeper a tree is rooted, the more 
it growes., The greater the roote, the 
deeper, and wider it ſpreads it ſelfe, 
the greater is the proferity of that tree. | 
A buſh growes, but growes not tothe 


greatnefle an Oake: doth, becauſe the 
roote of a buſh is but ſmall..It rootes 
not as an Oake, as.a Cedar, and there-: 
fore riſes -not, ſpreads not as doth an: 
Oake;or a Cedar. Wee fee divers ſizes 
of Chriſtians, ſome greater, ſome lel- 
ſer, ſome higher, ſome lower trees of 


Righteouſneſſe. VV hat may thereaſon 
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Li of it be ? Are they not all ſet, and plan- | 
'ted in the ſame ſoyle ? Is it not the 
4 iſame Chriſt that feeds and nouriſhes | 
| them all? It is fo, and yet theſe trees 
| though all ſer in the ſame ſoyle, all fed 
| by the ſame ſap, yet are they not all of 
the ſame height and bigneſle : And the 
reaſon is, becauſe they all roote not a- 
like. Some roote deeper then others, 
ſome ſpread out their rootes further 
then others, :and as every one rootes, 
fo every one growes. See how the Pſal-| | 
| miſt ſpeakes, Pſal. 80. 9, ro. of that| 
'vine. It filed the land, the bills were co- 
vered with the ſhadow of it , the boughes 
thereof were like the gooaly Cedars, &c. | 
And all came from this, Thou cauſed(| | 
it 20 take deepe roote. So that the deeper 
roote, the greatergrowth; And' fo in 
| this cafe, the deeper roote wee take -1n | | 
| Chrift, the greater growth wee have in 
Chriſt, andgrace. Inas much then as | 
Jevery Chriſtian is bound to grow, and | | 
there: is no growth without a 'roote, 
therefore muſt every Chriſtian.,coote 
in Chriſt. Every Chriſtian is bound 
to grow exceedingly , 2 Theſ. 3. there- || 
SHI __fore 
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fore it concernes a Chriſtian not one- 
ly to be rooted, but to be deeply roo: | 
red in CHRIST, becauſe ſo as wee 
 roote,, ſo wee grow proportionably. 
The deeper roote, the greater and fai- | 
rer growth. _ 
Secondly, All true Chriſtians muſt 
 beare fruit. VV hat catled for more fre- 
quently ? CMatth. 3. Bring forth fruit, | 
Hereby wee glorifie God, Foh. 15.8. | 
 Hereby wee give evidence that wee are | 
| Chriſts quarry and 15. 8. Hereby| 
wee give evidence of our union with | 
Chriſt, Joh. 15.5. It is a dangerous 
rhing not to bring forth fruit, Job, 15. | 
2. Mat. 3.10. A matter therefore | 
of great neceſſitie to bring forth fruit. 
Now it is impoſſible to bring forth the | 
fruits ofgrace, and the ſpirit, unleſſe 
wee beroored in Chriſt. In nature no 
roote no fruite. Hoſ. 9. 16. Ther roote 
| 1s.dryed up, they ſhall beare no fruit. There | 
| muſt'be a-roote before there can be | 
fruite; as Fer. 12.2. Thou haſt planted \ 
them, they bave taken roote, they bring 
forth fruit ; but firſt, have taken roote. 
And that ſpeech ſhewes as much, 
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2 King. 19. 30. They jkall yet agazne take 


roote downward, ani bring forth frutt up- 
ward, So it is in this caſe: No ſpiritu- 
all roore, no ſpiritvall fruite. Fe 12. 
| Trees without frutt, pluckt up by the roots. 
| What wonder that they were fruz:leſſe, 


| when they were rootleſs? they muſt needs | 
be without fruit, when they were with- | 
out roote. On the contrary, a godly | 
man he 1s fruitfull, becauſe he 1s roo- 


red in Chriſt, and therefore fruired, 
becauſe rooted. Fer. 17.5. He 154 tree 
that. brtags forth frat 172 4 time of drought, 


ta a time of bente, he 1s fruitfull, And| 


| marke whence it comes, He ſhall be as 


' a tree planted by the waters, that ſpreads | 


| out her roots by the river. He is roo- 
' ted in Chriſt, and therefore fruited by 
| CEriit, Towhich purpoſe wee may al- 


| Inde to that, Prov. 12, 12+ The roote of | 
; the righteous yeetdeth fruit. It is not the 


Branch of the righteous' that: yeelds 


and when a man is rooted. in him he 


| branch without a roote to bring forth 


——_— 
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fruit, bur it is the'roote. It 1s Chriſt 
who is the roote. of a righteous man, | 
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yeelds fruite. It is impoſſible for a| | 
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did bring forth buds, and bloſſomes, | 


and yeelded Almonds. But in ordina- 


ry courſe it is a thing impoſſible. Ir is | 


impoſlible for us to bring forth Al- 


monds, Grzpes, or any frutte, unlefle | 
wee be rooted in Chrilt. All fruite is | 
from Chrilt the roote. Ph!lip, 1.11. | 
The fruits of holizeſſe and righteouſaeſſe | 
which are by Chriſt, So that then there | 


being a neceſſitic that a Chriſtian bring 


forth fruite, and that there can be no | 
-fruite, unlefſe he be rooted in Chriſt, | 
it is therefore a thing of abſolute ne- 
ceſſitic, that a Chriſttan be rooted in | 
CANE. tf 55 | | 
Thirdly, A Chriſtian muſt perſevere, 

and be ſtable in the truth, muſt hold 
{.out, and continue. It 1s ill called for, 


Col. 1.23. The promiſe of falvation is 


made to ſuch-as perſevere. He that per- 
ſeveres to theend ſhall be ſaved, Mat. 24. 


It is-made the note of a true Chriſtian, 


Joh; 8.30. And it is thatwhich at the 
laft day will fill oar hearts with infi- 
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nite comfort, and confidence, 1 Joh. 2. | 


28. Now it is impoſſible a man ſhould 
perſevere, and conrinue, unlefſe he be 


from trees, being ſet in water, may 
looke freſh andgreene-fortwo or three 


they quickly decay, and dye. A flake, 


yet becauſe mt hath no roote, it is eaſe 
to wriggle, and plucke it up, and carry 


' it whither onewill, Bur now it is not 


| fo with a great tree, there a man may 
tug, and plucke with all bis might, and 
| NOT ECT It up. Set a teame of horſe to 
; a0 oake, and they cannot ſtirre, nor 
' move it. And what is the reaſon of this 
| difference, but becauſe rhe tree hath a 
| roote that fixes, and faſtens it in the 

earth, and the ſtake or poſt hath none ? 
The ſtony ground made a faire ſhe, 
' it ſprang quickly, gave faire and;good 
hopes, bur yet it came to nothins, but 


| ſoone vaniſht ; and what might the-rea- 
i ſon be ? See Matth. I'3. 6. 20. 2I.| 
Luk. 8. 13. want of roote was their | 
| bane, they had no roote in Chriſt, and 


. | there- 


ITY A. Po 2#%..—4 Dos. _—_— 


rooted 1n Chrift. Boughes pluckt off | 


dayes, but becauſe they have no roote, | 


or a poſt is pitched in the ground, bur | 


| 
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[therefore endured not. The tree that 
is rooted, though heate and drought | 
come, yet ceafes not .yeelding fruite. ; | 
Jer. 17. 8. Let a man make never fo 

faire a profeſſion of faith, love, zeale, | ; 
&c. yet if that man be not rooted in | 
Chriſt, that man will wither, vaniſh, * | 
and come to nothing, ſpecially if the | 
Sunne ariſe, and there come a time of 
| heate. It is {aid of a righteous Man, | 

| Prov. Lo. 25. That be 1s an everlaſting | 
| foundation, he ſtirres not, moves nor, 
[is not a reede ſhaken with the winde. 
How comes it about that neither here- 
fies, nor perſecutions, one thing nor 
another ſtirres him, but he 15 immove- 
able? Sce Prov. 12. 3. The roote of the 
righteous ſhall not be moved, he hath a 
roote, hee is rooted in Chriſt, and 
therefore is not moved. So here the, 
Apoſtles drift is to perfwade the (- 
lofSians to perſeverance, and exhortin 
them thereunto, he wiſhes them 7o be 
rooted in Chriſt. So that in as much as 
| Chriſtians ought to perſevere, and 
that cannot be' done unlefle a man be | 
rooted in Chriſt, it is therefore of 
| H 3 ne- | 
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neceſſitie, that a: man; bee rooted. in 
Chriſt. | {6 90212; 
Fourthly, See what the Apoſtle fayes | 
Heb, 3. 14. Wee are made partakers of \ 
Chriſt. That is a precious bleſſing : It 3 
ſhould be the ayme of every, Chriian, | 
And indeed a man 13 no Chriſtian 1n- | 
| deede till hee be made a partaker of | 
| Chriſt. Wee come tothe Lords Table 
| forthis end to be partakers of Chriſt. | 
Now we cannot be partakers of Chriſt, 


4 


no participation of Chriſt, till there 
be a Radication in Chriſt. No parti- 
cipation of Chriſt in the Sacrament, 
fill rooted in him. A man may come 
to the Sacrament, and partake of Bread 
[and Vine, may bee partaker of the 
Lords Table, and yet it he be not roo- 
| tedin Chriſt, partakes not of Chriſt. 
| Herbes and trees are partakers of the 
heart, of the ſtrength, of the fat of the | 
earth, and the moyſture thereof, be- 
cauſe they are rooted in the earth. So 


till wee be rooted in Chrif. .There is | 


by beeing rooted- in Chriſt, wee come 
; to be partakers of him. See that ſame. 


} Rom, II. 17. Thou wert grafſed in a- 
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|mong# them, and with them partakeſt of 


the roote and fatneſſe of the Olive. When 
a Cience is ingraffed into an Olive, ir 


But how ? Ir firſt partakes of the root. 
The Olive hath a roote, by that it par- 
takes of the farneſſe of the earth, and 


neſſe in Gods Ordinances, Pſal. 63. 5. 
Now when we come to the Sacrament, 
wee deſire to be made partakers of the 


| fatneſſe and ſweetneſle of Chriſt: firſt 


then be rooted in him , and we ſhall be 
made partakers of him, and his fweet- 


| nefle. Many receive the Sacrament that 
| are not partakers of Chriſt, and all be- | 


cauſe they be not rooted in him. Thou 


| that commeſt to the Sacrament before 


thou be rooted in Chriſt, art an un- 
worthy receiver. Vee have no right 


| to the Sacrament, till wee be rooted in 


Chriſt. So that as we deſireto be wor- 


{thy receivers of the Sacrament, fo it 


concernes us to be rooted in Chriſt. 


partakes of the fatneſſe of the Olive ; 


| 


| 


the branches by having that roote for 

| their roote, are mace partakers of that | 
| fatneſſe. There is a tatneſſe, a fireet- 
{| neſſe in Chriſt, and a fatnefle and fiveer- 
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We know the danger of unworthy re- | 
ceiving. Hee that in receiving is not | 
1 made partaker of Chriſt, receives un- 
| worthily. He that is nor firſt rooted 
| in him, cannot be partaker of him. A 
| rootleſle receiver 1s a fruitleſſe recei- 
| ver; a fruitleſle recerver is an unwor- | 
| thy receiver. He that hath aroote, re- 
| ce1ves 200d by the Sacrament, hee that 
i hath not a roote., receives hurt by it. 
| Take a tree that hath a roote, and ſer it | 
in theearth, and the moyſture and far 
of the earth nouriſhes and feedes it. | 
But take a ſticke or a ſtake that hath 
no roore, and drive it into the earth, 
and the fat and moyſture of the earth 
rottes it. To come to the Sacrament 
having a Roote will make our ſoules 
thrive, but to come to rhe Sacrament | | 
| without a Roote, will rotte and bane 
our ſoules. As therefore wee deſire | | 
| at any time, but ſpecially at the Sa-| | 
 crament,to be partakers of Chriſt, fo 
| firſt get wee our ſelves rooted into | { 
11m. 
| Fiſthly, and laſtly, That ſame is a; 
terrible Imprecation of Daves againſt 
CE __ Doeg, 


| of CHRI S To 
D oeg, Pal. 52.5. God ſhall roote thee | 
out of the land of the living. It is hea- 
| vieſt in a ſpirituall ſenſe, as Heaven 
is the land of the living. And yet as 
; heavie as It 1s, it will be the porti- 
on of all ſuch as are not rooted in 
| Chriſt. God will roote out all ſuch 
out of the land of the living. As wee 
would be rooted in the land of the 1 | 
| ving, ſo ger wee our ſelves rooted in 
Chrilt. 
Labour wee therefore to get our 
ielves rooted, and deeply rooted in 
{ | Chrift, Men of the world doe ſeeke 
to take roote in their kinde, and to 
| ſpread their rootes in the earth. Fob 5. 
3. 1 have ſeene the fookſh taking roote. 
Jer. 12. 2. Thoubhaſt planted them, they 
have taken r60te, What a doe to roote 
themſelves in a foyle, out of which 
they ſhall be pluckt up by the rootes ? | 
Job 5.3. 1have ſeene the fooliſh raking | 
roote , but ſuddenly I have curſed his habi- 
| tatzozs. It fares with them as with the 
_ | curſed figtree, Mark. 11. 20. As they 
paſſed by they ſaw the figge tree dryed ap 
from the roots. But alas how few take 
 carel 
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1a man into Chriſt. So here in the 


{ in the doctrine of faith,but 1n the grace 
of faith. Now faith doth three things 
| to a mans rooting in Chriſt. 


PE 


y- 


5 


{ will have a tree roote in his Garden, 


| 


 - » Night Receiving | 


care for Rooting in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
for a bleſſed Radication in him. 


a 


PR 


CHA P. XIITN, L 
what ts to be done that wee may ger our 
ſelves rooted in Chriſt £ 


"Ir, and principally get faith in 
Chriſt. There be other things that 


helpe a Chriſtian to roote deeper into | 


Chriſt when hee is once rooted ; bur 
faith is the firſt thing that muit roote 


Text ; Rooted 4nd built up iz him. But 
how ? flabliſked in the faith, not onely 


x7- Faith plucks him up by the roots 
out of the ſoyle of nature. A man that 


in his Orchard, muſt firſt bave it pluckt 
up by the rootes out of the hedge, or 
wood, and common, where it natural- 


n, fo lang as it ſtands rooted in the 


4 
rn” 


| 


If Eres. It cannot roote in the Gar- 
s 


wood. 


—_— bole. een dog 


| foyle. Now faith is that which doth: 


| 1t 1s poſhble to plucke upa tree by the | 


| this Sycamore tree, Be thou plucked up by 
| the rootes, and it ſhould obey you, : But 


—_ 


FE Thy 


faith as a grarne of muſtard-ſeede. Mira- 


| by the roots. So it 1s alſo with juſti- 


condition, as before the Sycamore can 


| the rootes. A man is pluckt up by the 


- 
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wood. So a man cannot. roote in: 


Chriſt, ſo long as hee is rootedin the 


ſoyle of nature, of meere:moralitie and | 


civilitie, Hee muſt firſt be fetcht-up, 
by the very rootes, out. of that curſed 


it : faith is that which drawes us up by 
| 

the Rootes out of the hedge, and com- 

mon of Nature. In a miraculous caſe 


Rootes. Luk. 17.6. Tee might ſay unto | 


when may a man ſo ſay ? If yow-bave' 
culons faith then could pluckeup trees 
fying faith. Before wee can be rooted 


in Chriſt, wee muſt be un-rooted, and. 
up-rooted in regard of our naturall 


be planted in the Sea, it muſt firſt be 
pluckt up by the roots.. Now juſtify- 
ing faith is that which pluckes up theſe 
wilde Sycamores, and wilde olives by 


rootes when he denies himſelfe, when 


he | 
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he goes out of khimfelfe,when he comes 


off from all bottome, he hath jn him- 
ſelfe,, and: in Nature. Now faith is 
that which makes a man deny himſelfe, 
goenutof himfelfe, and thus un-roote 
himſelfe. See how Paulpluckes up his 
Pharifaiſme, and all his civill legal! 
righteouſneſle by the very Rootes, and 
that by the ſelfe-denyall of faith. Phel. 
3-4,8. Ifany man elfe may grow up- 
on his owne roote, then much more I, 
for thus and thns am I rooted, of the 
roote of Iſrael, a natural! Hebrew, a 
circumciſed Hebrew,a Phariſee, a tric | 
and zealous profeſſor of Jewiſh Reli- 
gion, and for legall righteouſneſſe, a 
man before men unblameable, and yet 
I denyed my ſelfe, pluckt up my ſelfe 


| from all theſe rootes, counted all loſſe 
| anddung, to be found rooted in Chriſt. 


Faith is a ſelfe-denying grace,and drags 
2 man up by the roots out of his natu- 


2. Faith implants a man into the 
ſoyle of grace, it implants a man into 


Chriſt. When. a tree is pluckt up by 


the roots, yet if it be not ſct into the 


J earth, 


©S — 


—— 


earth, in the Garden, or: Orchyard, it 


haſt planted the Vine, thog haſt cauſed it to 


| et into the: earth, then it is/plhanted, 


| him., then is 'a'iman- 


M— 


rootes not'there. The way to have it 
to roote in the Garden'is, after it is 
pluckr up by the rootes to {ct it in the 
ground, and ſer it intheiearth. There 
muſt bee a planting of a tree before 
there can bea rooting. Fer.'tz.'2: Thou 


haſt planted them , they have takey roote, | 


therefore before taking roote , there 
muſt be a' planting. Pſal. 80. 8, 9. Thou 


take deepe roote. SO it ts hete, before 
there can-be rooting in Chriſt, there 
muſt be a-planting in him. Now faith 
is that which plants us in Chriſt. That 
ſets us, puts us into Chriſt, the ſoyle 
in which we muſt roote. The Apoſtle 
hath a phraſe, Rom. 6. 5. of verng plan- 
ted into (hriſts death. There is -a plant-. 
ivg into his death, and there 1s a'plant- | 
ing into his perſon. W.hen-a tree is. 


when 2 mans ſetinto'Chriſt, and tin 
planted m'him. 
New by faith it isrhat.weare 122 Chreft, 
phil.-2. That | may berfeted in him, ha- 


f -CuRKues, | 


wing the righteoufneſſeuf, faith, 'fcnd =o | 
- .: faith 
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faith implanting us :nto' Chriſt, put- 


tingand ſetting us into the ſoyle, doth 
roote us into: Uhriſt. 

3. Faith ſuckes, attracts, and drawes 
nouriſhment from Chriſt. If atrec be 
ſet into the ground, yet if it draw not 


info the ground, and faſtned there, and 
doth draw ſap, and moyſtureout of the 


chis way, and that way, and ſo the tree 
radicates to the purpofe. 'So then a 


| Chriſtian being planted in Chriſt, doth 


roofe in bimy when there is a quick- 


{ NIng, nouriſhing ſap drawne out of him 


into a mans foule, that makes it ſpring 
faith 1s that which drawes, ſ{ackes, and 
which makes us fpread ; and! rovte” in 


him.” Thus by theſe things; faith toors 
us into Chriſt. So that if wee wotihd 


moyfture, : heart-and nonrithment out | 


earth, then the roote runs and ſpreads | 


roote ini Chriſt, wee muſt get" {4th iii 
Chriſt; andthe more faith we get; tht | 
greater and deeper roote ſhall we have | 
Second, ) 
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of the ground, ir roots not, but by de- | 
grees will dye. ' But when it is once ct 


| 


. 


and ſpread it.ſelfe into Chriſt, Now | 


4 


extracts vertue /& power out of Chriſt, | 


} 
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of CHR1ST. 
| Secondly, Ger repentance, and mor- 
tification. When once a rman hath got- 
cen into Chriſt, and is begun by farth 
to be rooted in him, theſe will exceed- 
ingly helpe to make a man roote more 
deeply, and tro ſpread abroad his roote 
1 Chrift. The more finnes and Juſts 
wee nouriſh in our hearts, the leſſe we 
roote in Chriſt. Chriſt is indeed a fat, 
and a fertile ſoyle, bur though a tree, 
or herbes be planted in fat, and good 
ground, yet a man may ſo order the. 
matter, that herbes and trees ſhall root 
but poorely in it ; for let a man mingle 


or throw in gravell, ſtones, or flints in- 
to the earth, and about the roots, and 
theſe will hinder the rooting of a tree, 
Sothough Chriſt be a fat ſoyle, yet if 
wee ſuffer our ſinnes, and our luſts to 


our rooting in. Chriſt, Buttheſe remo- 
ved and taken away, it will conduceex- 
ceedingly toour rooting. Now repen- 
tance and mortification, theſe take a- 
way, and remove ſins and:lufts, VV hen 


bis 
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with it barren and baggage cold earth, 
lodge in our hearts, theſe will hinder | 


God planted a Vineyard, ſa. 5. it was| 
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|thar ſoyle be ſuffered to over-run wirh 


|1y, and to purpoſe, therefore they that 
{woull have herbes and plants roote, 
doe plucke up-all offenſive weedes by 
[the rootes. And when thiſtles, netrles, 
and ſuch like baggage traſh are pluckr 


| cedit, he gathered out the ſtones. He clea- 
| red, andrid the ſoyle of all ſuch hurt- 


; ſtones, it did take deepe roote. Now 


Cr} 


his purpoſe that it ſhould roote, and 
it did roote. Pſal. 80. 9. Thos cauſed} 


[courſe God did take. ſa. 5. 2. He fen- 


full things as might hinder the root- 
ing thereof. And ſo gathering out rhe 


' repentance doth this, it takes away the 
ſtones out of the heart, it takes away 


[it to take deepe roote, I, but marke what | 


—Yy 


'the heart of ſtone, and ſo makes way | 
| for rooting. If a man be in Chriſt, and | 
|yet have an heart of ſtone, there bee 
ones in the ſoyle, but repentance ta- | 


| king away the heart of ſtone, firs us for | 
rooting, and ſpreading. Againe, ſer | 


herbes in a rich, and fat foyle, yer if 


weedes, herbes will never roote kind- 


up, then good herbes and-plants roote 


ſinnes, 
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|rhe better, and deeper. All luſts, and | 
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ſinnes, are ſo many weeds in our hearts, 


hearts,the lefle ſhall we root in Chriſt, 
Biit if theſe weeds be pluckt up by the 
rootes, and this noxtous ituffe be care- 
fully and diligently weeded out, then 
wee ſhall roore apace in Chriſt. Now 
Repentance - and Mortification they 
weede up, and plucke up by the rootes 


thoſe ſinnes, and Inſts, which hinder 


our rooting in Chriſt. So that looke 


what counſell the Apoſtle gives them 


in that caſe, is good in this. Heb. x2. 
15. me Bois gently left any roote of 


| 5:tterneſſe ſpringing up trouble you, Hee 


 ſpeakes of Hereſtes, Apoftaſies, and 
Scandalls, that might fall out in the 
Church, every ſuch one is a roote of 
bitterneſſe in the Church. And fo e- 


| very ſinne and luft, foſtered in a mans 


heart, 1s a roote of bitterneſle in the 
ſoule, and ſuch a roote of bitterneſſe, 


ing in Chriſt. Therefore every one that 
would roote in Chriſt, muſt diligent- 
| ly watch that no ſuch roote of bitter- 


\nefſe ſpring up, and grow up in his 
| I heart, 


and the more theſe weeds roote in our. 


45 will trouble a mans ſoule from root- | 


| 


| 
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heart, and if any fuch roote doe ſpring | 
and grow up preſently, to roote it up, | 
and roote it out. There mult be a Root- 


ing out, if wee would have a rooting 1s ; 
A rooting oat of luſts, if wee would 
have a rooting 2z Chriit. Wee know 
how Fob ſpeakes in that caſe of the luit 
of uncleaneneſſe, Fob 31. 9. 12. 1f mine 
heart have been decerved by a woman, it 
would root out all mine increaſe, That one 
laſt would be enough to roote our all 


his ſubſtance, and all his .increaſe.. Sq | 


it is in this caſe with any luſt, whether 
of uncleanenefle, covetouſneſle, &c. 
If theſe roote in the heart, and pre- 


'vaile, they will roote out all grace, and 


goodnefle, and roote a man quite up 
for taking any roote 1n Chriſt. As 
therefore wee deſire to be rooted in 
Chriſt, ſo it concernes us to rote our 
all luſts, by repentance and mortifica- 


tion. It 1s not here as 1n the Parable, 


Mat. 13. 28, 29. Wilt thou then. that 
wee goe and gatber them +4 ?. But be ſaid, 
Nay, leſt whileſt yee gather ap. the tares, 


yee roote up alſo the wheate with them, 


But here the not rooting up. the Lares, 
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if It is the dutie of every one that will | 
| be 8 Chriſtzan, to recerve Chriſt, fol.6. S | 
Cnar-1. 
Ignorance of the worth of Chyiſt, keepes 
{> |menfromreceiuing him. BO. 
E CHar. IIL. 71 


6 The great benefit that comes by the re-' 1 
: cerving of Chriſt. I3. 
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woula Recerve Chriſt, 32 
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| Falſe and groundleſs feares, a bindrance | 
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of CHER1ST, 


| 


in Chriſt, fo attead upon the Word 
and Sacrament, with that due prepara- | 


requires, Wee ſhall finde this a ſweet 


thar they will further our rooting in 


him. As therefore wee deſire to roorte | 


tion, and religious behaviour, as God | 


fruite of theſe Ordinances duely uſed, | 


' Chriſt, 


— 


CHAT HF: 


How to kxow whether we bee Rooted in 
Chrift, or z0t., 


point. They that are rooted in Chriſt | 
doc grow, ſuch as our growth is, ſuch 
;3 our roote: If we grow not in Chriſt, | 
if is a {igne wee are not rooted in him. 
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Fevery true Chriſtian muſt be roo- | 
ted in Chriſt, then as wee would | 
know whether wee be true Chriftians, | 
fo let us examine our ſelves whether |. 
wee be rooted in Chriſt or not. Thar |: 
may be knowne by thoſe things men- |. 
| rioned before in the reaſons of the | 


They that are rooted beare fruit. Trees 
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may roote, and yet not alwayes beare | - 
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fruir. Though there can be no fruit 
unlefle rhere be a roote, yet in naturall | 
rrees, there may be a roote where there | 
| 1s nO fruit. But not ſo here. There 1s | 
none rootes in Chrift, but he brings 
forth fruite in Chriſt. The Apoſtle } 
ſpeakes of bringing forth fruit to God, \ 
Rom. 7. 4. but he firſt {peakes ofbeing 
married unto Chrift , which 1s equivalent 
unto rooting. Sn rhat whoſoever 1s 
rooted in Chriſt, brings forth fruite 
uuto God. By it may be ſeer.e who is 
not, and how many are not roared in 
$ iriſt, By their fruits ſhall yee know 
them. They brit g forth no fruite unto 
Fw the reforc not rooted 1n Chriſt. 
A hat be tte fruits rhey bring forth ? 
Th 1e finirs of ſwearing, whoring, drun- 
Fernefle. prophanenefle, covetouſneſſe, 
&c. Are theſe fruits unto God, or 
fruites unto the Devill > Doe the that 
are rooted in Chriſt, bring forth fruits 
unto Satan ? Therefore i in as much as 
the fruites that moſt men bring forth, 
are fruites unto the fleſh, fruites unto 
| Satan, it is a ſigne that they are rather 
| rooted in the fleſh, in Satan, then in 


"> 


_Chrift., 


of CHRIST. 


will prove the hindrance of the root- 
ing of the wheate, That ſoule that ſuf-| 
fers luſts to roote 1n 1t, cannot roote. 
[in Chriſt. Our luſts cannot thrive inus, 
and we thrive in Chriſt. 

Thirdly, The confcionable, and ſeri- 5. 
ous uſe of Gods Ordinances,theWord 
and Sacrament. The Word is called, 
Jam. 1. 21. The engraffed, or 1mplanted 
word, that is, the Word which by the 
Miniſtry is engraffed 1n our hearts. 
Now as it is an ezgraffed, ſo it is an en- 
graffing Word, which being rightly | 
received, doth engraff, implant, and 
| roote us into Chriſt. The ſeede that | 
fell upon the ſtony ground, had no | 
Roote, Matth. 13. but contrarily when | 
the ſeede falles upon good ground it 
Rootes. And when the Word roores | 
in our hearts, it rootes us into Chriſt, 
for Chriſt is received in his Word. 
| And when the Word rootes, Chrift 
: rootes, and when Chriſt rootes 1n us, 
[wee roote in him ; for it is a natu- 
Frall, and reciprocall Radication. Two 
things are required to make a tree or | 
 [herbe roote, Planting, and watring, 
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The Miniſtry ot the Word is both. 
L Cor, 3+ Paul may plant , and Apollos 
may water, Tue Minifiry of the Word 
therefore 1s a planting, and a watering. 
They theretore that would roote, muſt 
ſerioully ule that meanes which muſt | | 
plant, and water them. And ſo for the | 
| Sacrament. of the Supper, wee being | 
once rooted'by the Word, it is an ex- 
cellent mcanes to make us take deeper 
rooting. The barren figtree in the Pa- = 
 rable, Luk. r 3. brought not forth fruit, 
There was ſome fault, not 1n the bran- 
ches, but 1n tile roote, and therefore 
|the drefſer would dig,and dung it about 
the roote, he would looſen and remove 
the hard earth from the rootes, and 
lay ſome mellow moulds about the| | 
rovte. And wee ſce when ſuch huſ-| | 
| bandry ts uſed. about trees, that they 
roote the better. a great deale. The 
right uſe of the Sacrament, is a digging | || 
and dunging of the tree roote, is a freſh | .' 
moulding of our rootes, and the Sacra- ( | 
ment rightly uſed, and received as it 
ought, will make Qur roote wrap about 
| Chriſt, and ſprout, and ſpread into 
= = him, 
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| wards God, and bis' bong a and ſo! - 
increaſes in him, that it takes daily. 
; deeper, and :;deeper roote.in him: So | 
| then a man'that rootesitn Chrift;:roots |; 
in the love. of God, of Chriſt, 'of his! 
| membenſ} The more wee are rooted} | 
in Chriſt, the more wee are rooted in| 
the love of God, and his Saints, and; 
| | the more that love roots .1n our hearts." 
And therefore it is that faith and love | 
 { doeleadhandinhand till in Scripture, 
| } and thatnotonely love to God, butito;| 
| | huts Saints. Let mens conſcientes: but; 
| ſearch themſelves, and it is to be feared ; 
that they will finde ſuch poore ſmall; 
| |] rootesof love to God, and his Saints, 
| | aswill give them juſt cauſe to queſtion!| 
| | theirbeing rooted in Chriſt. 755 
1 Thirdly, By Spiricuall life, and Na- 
|| | trition. Hee that is rooted in Chriſt, 
i | drawes life from Chriſt, an receives 
| nouriſhment from him. 'A tree that 1 is 
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{ rootes. Sothe Chriſtian that roots 2d, 
Chriſt, hee lives in Chriſt, and drawes 
 fapoutof Chriſt, that feeds and main- | 
| | | _ taznes | 
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| raines ſpiritual life in him. Gal. 2.20. 


| tree, as the. rootey and--the life which 


| | the earth. Oar life is b:i4 with Chrift 11 


ts under the .earth. Doth- Chriſt rhen 


| henouriſh, and feede rhee with ſpiri- 
tuall ſap, fo as- all thon doeſt, thou 
:doeſt by an influence of ſap, and life 


|'bly, thar thou art rooted in Chriſt. 
| But many are ſo livelefle, {o dead, and 
| fapleſſe, that it is a ſenſeleſſc thing to 
conceive. them' other then rootleſfe 
| LENIN: 


_ 


As a tree lives, yet not fo much the 
| the tree lives, iit lives by'the roote in | 
| God, Col. 3. The life of a Chriſtian is 
in, and from Chriſt. Secret it 1s; as the 
| life of a tree is: hid in the roote which 


quicken thee with ſpiritual life ? dorh 


|:fromihim > Then conclude comforta- | 


a _ - 


[ Chriſt. And when men are fo eaſtly: 


| ſach as he is. There is the ſame ſap in 


Chriſt. Whatſoever touched the fle 


T of CH R1S T- | | 


ſhaken and moved from the truth, it is | 
a figne that they are ſtony ground, that | 
they have no roote in themſelves. And. 
bow little men are partakers of the fat- | 
neſſe of Chriſt, appeares by the leane. 
neſſe, and lewdnefle of their lives. Bat 
beſides theſe, it may be diſcerned by ' 
theſe things. | 

Firſt, By that, Rom. 11. 16. If the 
roote be holy, ſo are the branches ; namely, 
the branches that are joyned to thar; 
roote. Branches then that are rooted 
into an holy roote, are ſtich as the root | 
is. All thac are rooted in Chriſt, are! 


the roote, and branches of a tree. If a 
ſweet ſap in the roote, a ſivect ſap alfo 
in the branches. They that are rooted | 
in Chriſt, have the ſame Spirit that is, 
in Chriſt. Phzlip. 2.5. Let the ſame: 
minde be 1 you which was alſo 1# Chriſt 
Jeſws. Chriſt is an holy roore, all that 
are rooted in him are holy perfons. | 
Jude't. SanRified in Cheift Jeſus. He is | 
not onely an holy, but an yy te 4 
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when a man not touches him, but is 


| rooted, engraffed, incorporated into 
{ him. By this may men try their Roo- 
ting in Chriſt ; Ifmens holinefle muſt 


be the evidence, how many will bee 
| cleane caſt? Let mens lives ſpeake what 
holinefle they have z I doe not thinke 


| Secondly, By a Radication in the 


| grace of love and charitic. He that is 
| rooted in Chriſt, 1s rooted in love. 
| Epheſ. 34 17. That Chriſt. may dwell in | 


your hearts. When Chriſt dwells in us, 
wee dwell in him, and when wee dwell 


| in bim, wee are rooted in him. And 


when thus rooted in him, ſee what fol- 


 edin love; Then a man may be ſaid to 


| be Rooted 72 love, when out of the ſenſe, 


and apprebenſion of Gods love to him 
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owes ; That ee berngrooted, and ground- | 


of the ſinne offering was holy-Levit.s. 

27, . Whatſoever touched the Altar | 
| was holy, Exod. 30. 29. Both were 
types of Chriſt. Now if but the touch | \ 
of Chriſt make holy, then much more | 


| that if men had holinefſe, they would | 
| mocke, and ſcoffe at it. 


| 


| in Chriſt, bis love is againe kindled to- | 


i wards | 
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How to know whether wee bave reeri- 
ved (Cbriſt aright. TE WOES Y - \| 


C.HA?P., Ne 
Phoſoever they are. that. have #nteed 
recerved Chriſt, they doe walke in him) 
| T3 
Caap. XI. 


Trialls of Mens Receiving of Chriſt, 


Cuaz X11. 


Cuyayr. XIII, 


It #6 not enough for a (hriſi1an to pro- 
feſſe, and beare the Name of Chriſt , but he 
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It is a (hriſtians Dutie to walke :n 
Chriſs. 84 
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muſt be Rooted 1n him. 89 
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What is tobe done that wee may get our 
ſebyes to be Rooted iz Chriſt, 104 
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"How to know whether wee bs Rooted 172 
Chriſt, 0r mot > | T'3 
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